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MEMOIR OF REV. THOMAS SUMNER WINN. 


Late of Liberty County, Georgia. 


Tuomas Sumner Winn was born 
in Liberty County, (Geo.) 16 July, 
1792. He has left a short account 
of his early life. The writer of 
this Memoir designs only to arrange 
this account, and thus leaves Mr. 
Winn to be his own biographer. 

He was early impressed with a 
sense of sin, and its fatal conse- 
quences. He shunned the path of 
the vicious, and ascribes his pres- 
ervation from overt acts of wicked- 
ness, to the influence of religious 
precepts, and to some regard for 
justice. As soon as he had learn- 
ed to repeat the Lord’s prayer, he 
felt it a duty to address God morn- 
ing andevening. ‘ At one period,” 
he says, “*when I had been more 
engaged, and more impressed than 
usual, | neglected praying in the 
morning ; and walking out,” being 
much alarmed by some trivial cir- 
cumstance, * | was disposed to look 
to God for protection; but recol- 
lecting that | had not prayed that 
morning, I felt convictions, and was 
afraid God was about to punish me 
for that neglect. I dared not pro- 
ceed until [ had selently offered my 
petitions, thereby thinking proba- 
bly to make atonement for my sin, 
and purchase the favour of God.” 


At the age of 14, he writes in his 


VOL. If, 


journal, “ I was sometimes serious. 


ly impressed, and prayed fervently. 

Soon after he had passed his 16th 
year, Rev. Mr. Mc Whin took him 
as an assistant in his academy at 
Sunbury. Under this excellent in- 
structer, he commenced the study 
of the learned languages. While 
at this academy, where the best of 
instruction must have been given, 
he was left to doubt the truth of 
the scriptures, and in heart to in- 
dulge the grossest immoralities. 
Still a regard for his parents and 
friends had so much influence up- 
on him as to deter him from open 
crimes; yet he would often whis- 
per the most bitter oaths, which 
he durst not utter aloud! He found 
neither in amusements, nor in the 
business of life, any stable peace. 
His conscience would not permit 
him to be tranquil. fiere he enu- 
merates the books which his thirst 
for knowledge induced him to read. 
These were of various descriptions, 
calculated to enlighten his mind, 
but few of them to improve his 
heart. The reproofs of his fath- 
er and tender solicitude of his 
mother, expressed in so many va- 
rious ways, seemed to arouse him 
to think on his latter end, and to 
teach him the vanity of all sub- 
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iunary things. He was induced to 
read Baxter’s Call. This and oth- 
er good books prevailed with him 
so much, that he writes, ‘I was 
determined to lead a religious life.” 
He used to pray daily, and as he 
thought, with considerable satisfac- 
tion. How many of the present 
day content themselves with a form 
of prayer, thinking this will furnish 
them with a passport to heaven, 
while they are slaves to sin, God 
only knows. Reader, examine 
thyself. 

He continued to pursue his clas- 
sical and other studies with unré- 
mitting exertion, became quite a 
linguist, and acquired a considera. 
ble stock of useful knowledge 

In the autumn of 1812, while 
our country was contending with a 
foreign power, a day of fasting and 
prayer was appointed. This was 
religiously observed in Liberty 
County. The solicitude of a ten- 
der mother for the salvation of her 
offspring, was here manifested, and 
as we hope, with asalutary effect 
Seizing upon this conjuncture, 
when the mind would be naturally 
alive te solemn reflection, she had 
committed to paper some of the 
most earnest wishes for her chil- 
dren, addressed it to them, and or- 
dered it left on the table of Sum- 
ner. ‘Cast thy bread upon the 
waters. for thou shalt find it after 

many days.” 

God was pleased to bless this 
means, and by it the subject of this 
Memoir was aroused trom bis aw- 
ful slumber. He became serious 
had recourse to prayer; and saw 


“that he must perish without Christ 


One evening he retired into a dark 
room to pray, and in the posture ofa 
suppliant, commenced, “Lord, haye 
mercy on a guilty sinner ;” but was 
deterred from continuing long in 
prayer, by being persuaded there 
were spirits in the room, which he 
fancied he could hear tripping 
lightly over the floor. After this 
he became careless, and neglected 
prayer; then again resolved to 


pray daily, though he knew noth- 
ing of real religion. 

"The impression fastened on bis 
mind, by the letter of his mother, 
seems not to have been entirely 
effaced. His convictions now were 
more pungent; and at one time 
he persuaded himself that he was 

a Christian. ‘The proof, which he 
ited was to contrast, in his own 
mind, bis conduct and deportment 

ith those of other young men of 
his acquaintance, who were esteem- 
ed moral. But he was not left to 
rest his hopes on a foundation so 
fragile as mere morality; for he 
was driven, to use his own words, 
from refuge to refuge, till he was 
willing to be saved in Christ’s own 
way, by grace. He became more 
distressed. Indeed he asked, in 
the most pathetic manner, ‘what 
shall I do to be saved?’ His con- 
victions now became more keen; 
he thought he felt a faint flash of 
that ‘fire which never shall be 
quenched. Despair had seized up- 
on him. He saw himself lost, and 
that impotent was every exertion 
to extricate him from the pit that 
yawned toreceive him. One night, 
indulging in the most gloomy train 
of reflections, cut off from all sup- 
port, and imagining himself lying in 
his room in the lastagonies of death 
the dark valley of which was en- 
lightened by no ray of hope, sul- 
lenly rejoicing that his doom was 
irrevocably fixed,—he imagined 
Christ Jesus, the only name where- 
by we must be saved, was pleased 
to appear to him, pointed to his 
bleeding side, and said to the con- 
demned sinner, “ Live.” He re- 
ceived all at once, an inexpressi- 
ble sweetness and composure of 
mind. The way of salvation 
through a Saviour, seemed to him 
so clear; God shining in the face 
of his Son; this Son qualified by 
his two natures to be a daysman, 
a mediator, to satisfy the demands 
of justice, and render the sinner 
an object of his Father’s love ; that 
he was compeiied to burst out in 
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the lauguage of Thomas, “ My 
Lord, and my God!!”? There was 
to him a peace which passeth un- 
derstanding ; and it can be describ- 
ed to the unregenerate in no other 
way, than by saying, it is indescrib- 
able. The words of Cowper were 
applicable. 


In strains * sweet as angels use, 
The gospel whispers peace. 


It is conceived too that God, in 
bringing his creatures to asense of 
their entire imbecility to extricate 
themselves from the horrible pit 
into which they have fallen, is 
pleased to demolish every prop of 
the sinner, every false foundation ; 
‘¢ and beginning to sink,” he will 
adopt the prayer of Peter, ** Lord, 
save, I perish.” 

He was permitted for some time 
after this, to enjoy much commun- 
ion with his Maker; to feast on 
those enravishing joys, which the 
Christian only can know. He 
writes, 


Jesus, the vision of thy face 
Hath overpowernng charms.” 


He seems to have enjoyed much 
satisfaction and instruction from the 
preaching of Rey. Mr. Murphy, 
Pedobabtist minister of Midway ; 
and was impressed with the duty 
of giving openly the testimony of 
his homage to the only Saviour ; 
but shuddered at the cross of being 
baptized. 

We soon find him instructing 
a school in Sunbury, still impress- 
ed with the duty of following the 
footsteps of his Master. 

Redeemed and regenerated as 
he hoped he was, the subject of this 
Memoir felt a tender anxiety for the 
salvation of others. He had now 
made some advances in theological 
knowledge ; but to qualify himself 
more speedily for the arduous du- 
ties of a public servant of Christ, 
he was induced to spend some time 
in preparatory studies, at Hamden 
Sidney College, Virginia. (He ar- 
rived in May, 1813.) Here he 
listened to the instructions of the 
Rev. Dr. Hoge. But his stay at 
this Collere wasshort. A law was 
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enagted by the Legislature of Vir- 
ginia, compelling students of col- 
leges to do military duty. Hoping 
that young Winn would be a sol- 
dier in a cause correspondent te 
the sentiments of our holy religion, 
Dr. Hoge and other friends ad- 
vised him to leave the State. Not 
that the writer would wish to di- 
minish, in the least degree, that 
high respect for national honour, 
which characterizes his country- 
men; but he does wish, that, if 
causes of war do exist, they may 
be removed with weapons less 
dreadful than the musquet or tal- 
chion. 

From Hamden Sidney, he re- 
turned south, as far as Warren 
County, (N.C.) and there prose- 
cuted his studies. While here, he 
seemed to pant for the time when 
he should speak more publickly to 
sinners; yet submissive to the great 
Head of the church, he prayed to 
be controlled by his Spirit, and di- 
rected by his guidance. He seem- 
ed also to tremble at the awful 
responsibleness of the office to 
which he was aspiring, and to dis- 
charge the functions of which he 
humbly implored the Lord to pre- 
pare lim. Here he summoned 
sufficient fortitude to be baptized. 
Though a cross, yet he enjoyed 
much calmness and serenity of 
mind in obeying the injunction, 
* Follow me.” 

In October he received letters 
from his friends, giving account of 
the death of his‘’sister Sarah. Soon 
after this, a brother also died. 'Te 
console his aged parents, who were 
broken down by so unexpected a 
stroke, he returned to them with 
the design of pursuing his studies 
near home. Here he still contin- 
ued indefatigable in his search for 
knowledge, and unwearied in his 
Jabours to communicate instruction. 
The poor blacks almost idolized 
him. He instructed, advised, en- 
treated, warned them. He spoke 
frequently in publick, and then was 
licensed to preach by the Sunbury 
Church. He improved his gifts to 
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great acceptance, and it is hoped 
with much effect. He was after- 
wards ordained. His views of the 
ministry cannot here be inserted. 
He preached a part of the time in 
the New Port Church, and the 
other part to the destitute in adja- 
cent counties. He was so punc- 
tual to his appointments, that rare- 
ly, if ever, was an audience disap- 
pointed. Often did he start on his 
missionary tours when it was rain- 
ing intensely. Unquestionably his 
too great anxiety to preach the 
unsearchable riches of Christ to 
the perishing, was a means of a- 
bridging his useful labours. He 
had been out for some time, had 
exerted himself far beyond his 
strength, and returned home quite 
unwell; yet, as if forewarned, the 
night of death would soon come to 
him, he preached till quite ex- 
hausted. The fever by which he 
was first attacked, became more 


and more obstinate, and finally 


highly inflammatory. His nervous 
system was much affected. 

From the commencement of his 
sickness, he had a presentiment 
that he should not recover. But 
to enable him to bear his pains, he 
had the presence, much of the 
heavenly presence of Him “in 
whom he believed.” Many who 
visited him remark that they nev- 
er knew one, who seemed to en- 
joy in illness, more communion 
with God, than did this saint. He 
lost no opportunity when surround- 
ed by hearers, to persuade them 
to seek Christ; and would dwell 
on the subject till choked by feel- 
ing, or till his strength failed him. 
His physician tried in vain to re- 
strain him; but as if irresistibly im- 
pelled, he wonld speak of the 
excellency of Jesus, the only Sav- 
iour. 

One evening, just as the sun was 
retiring, he pointed those around 
him, saying, ‘‘ the time is short.” 
{t would swell this Memoir beyond 


the size contemplated, were the 
writer to insert but a small part of 
what he really desires. 

A short time before his death, 
he talked most tenderly and plain. 
ly to his brother and sister youn- 
ger than himself, entreated them 
to seek Christ, as a refuge from 
the storm that awaits all the im- 
penitent, and then prayed most 
fervently for them. It is hoped 
the dying request of a brother wilt 
not be disregarded. He _ suffer- 
ed much in body, but without a 
murmur. His faith continued un- 
shaken, his hope lively, and about 
7, P. M. onthe 27th January, 1819, 
he breathed his last without a 
struggle. 

Of his exemplary conduct, and 
humble walk, all who had the 
pleasure of knowing him, will unite 
theirtestimony. All looked to him 
for instruction and advice. So 
much did his father value his ex- 
ample and counsel, that just as his 
son expired, he broke out, “I have 
lost a father!’ His joys were not 
so extatic as those of which some 
have boasted, but like a living foun- 
tain, though at° times low, they 
were perpetual. 

Rev. Mr. Murphy of the Midway 
church, was called upon to preach 


on the funeral occasion. As his 


excellent sermon will be published, 
the writer would only say to those 
who may not meet with it, that he 
remarked concerning the deceased, 
** Perhaps he had not an enemy.” 
He lived as a Christian ought to 
live, and died as a Christian would 
.wish to die. His church, as a trib- 
ute of their respeet and affection 
to departed worth, resolved to 
wear crape for 30 days. 

When Rev. Mr. Scriven return- 
ed to the county, he preached 
another sermon to a flock so sud- 
denly bereft of their shepherd, a 
shepherd which, it is feared, they. 
loved too much. 
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Religious 


For the American Baptist Magazine. 


ON THE DUTY OF CHRISTIAN ADMONITION. 


Tuere are but few individuals 
who have attained to such an hum- 
ble state of mind, as to hear with 
calmness of their own imperfec- 
tions. Perhaps, we are all sen- 
sible that it is more agreeable to 
our natural feelings, to speak of 
the faults of otbers, than to, be told 
of our own. When we hear that 
any thing has been said to our dis- 
advantage, our pride is immediate- 
ly alarmed. We feel indignant 
that any one should even indulge a 
suspicion, which is unfavourable to, 
-our reputation. Hence, admoni- 
tion is one of the most difficult 
tasks which a Christian is called to 
perform. It requires great wis- 
dom, fidelity, and affection to ad- 
monish a brother, and to do it with 
success. It is no easy thing for a 
person of sensibility and kindness 
of heart, to address a friend in lan- 
guage which he knows will give 
him pain; and it is no easy thing 
for a person who is destitute of 
these qualities, to administer re- 
proof without doing more injury 
than good. From the preceding 
remarks it will appear obvious to 
your readers why the duty of “ ad- 
monition” is so frequently neg- 
lected, or attended to in such a 
way as to fail of any happy effect. 

| hope, Messrs. Editors, it will not 
be deemed irrelevant with the de- 
sign of your publication, to insert 
a few observations on the necessi- 
ty, the nature, arid the advantages 
of Christian admonition. 

|. The imperfection of the 
Christian character renders the du- 
ty of admonition necessary. It is 
an adage, the truth of which we 
cannot doubt, that ‘* The best of 
men, are but men at best.”? How- 
ever eminent thev may be for pi- 


ety, benevolence, and Zeal, still 
they are imperfect, in knowledge, 
holiness and faith ; and this imper- 
fection will display itself under 
some of the trying circumstances 
of life. Our limited knowledge 
leads us at times to form errone- 
ous conclusions, and our erroneous 
conclusions have an unfayourable 
influence on our conduct. A de- 
fective holiness exposes us to the 
temptations of Satan and the world; 

and the weakness of our faith makes 
us liable to act unworthy of our 
high vocation. : 

The cares, the pleasures, and 
honours of the world bring along 
with them their respective temp- 
tations. ‘The cravings of appetite, 
the ebullitions of passion, the pe- 

culiar texture of our minds, and 

the evil example of others, may 
all contribute in giving an unfa~ 
vourable influence to our deport- 
ment, and thus render ‘ admoni- 
tion” necessary. 

2. The necessity of admonition 
will appear, if we consider that few 
have ever been reclaimed without 
it. 

The commission of sin deadens 
the moral feelings of the soul. In 
this situation, we need some one to 
caution us of our danger, to address 
us in the language of the Apostle ; 
‘* Awake, thou that sleepest, and 
Christ shall give thee light.” Da- 
vid does not seem to have been 
conscious of his guilt till he was 
visited by the prophet. Having 
contrived to cover his oftence from 
the eyes of the world, he was as 
insensible to his situation, as though 
he had covered it from the eyes of 
infinite purity. In this state he 
would probably have remained, 
had not Nathan admonished him. 
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The manner in which the prophet 
introduced his message was admir- 
able, and is worthy of our imitation. 
He was respectful, tender, and 
faithful. When he had prepared 
the way by relating a beautiful par- 
able, and had aroused the feelings 
of the royal offender, he exclaimed, 
‘Thou art the man.” The re- 
proof had its desired effect. Da- 
vid felt all its force ; he was over- 
whelmed with a sense of shame and 
guilt, and said, “I have sinned 
against the Lord.” , 

It was net till the Saviour fast- 
ened his eye on Peter, that he 
went out and wept bitterly. The 
church at Corinth did not cast out 
the incestuous person, nor purge 
themselves from the unrighteous 
Jeaven which was so offensive to 
God, till they were admonished by 
Paul. He was a man of so much 
feeling, that he could not rebuke 


them without strong conflicts of 


mind. But afterwards he rejoiced 
aot that they were made sorry, but 
that they sorrowed to repentance. 
** Vor, behold,” says he, * this self- 
same thing, that they ye sorrowed 
after a godly sort, what carefulness 
it wrought in you, yea, what clear- 
ing of yourselves, yea, what indig- 
nation, yea, what fear, yea, what 
vehement desire, yea, what zeal, 
yea, what reyenge! In all things 
ye have approved yourselves to be 
clear in this matter.” We learn 
from this instance the necessity as 
well as the salutary effects of ad- 
monition. 

The nature of Christian admoni- 
tion will, perhaps, be best explain- 
ed by describing the manner in 
which it ought to be administered. 
This is of as great importance as 
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remedy we apply may be worse 
than the disease. 
When admonition is neces- 
sary, embrace an early opportunity. 
It is much easier to heal a disease 
in its first stages, than when it has 
taken firm hold of the constitution, 
and spread itself through the whole 
system. Nothing then, but the 
most powerful medicine can pre- 
serve life. Similar to this, are the 
moral diseases which infect the 
heart. If they are timely observ- 
ed, and suitably attended, success 
may be expected. But if the case 
is neglected, the evil temper will 
gather strength, the bad habit will 
become more deeply rooted, the 
conscience will be less tender, and 
the backslider will become more 
insensible to his departure from 
God. 
2. By embracing an early op- 
ortunity, we are ourselves better 
qualified to admonish. When we 
think we have reason to be dissat- 
isfied with a person, and yet keep 
the grounds of our dissatisfaction to 
ourselves, our own minds become 
improperly biassed. Prejudice 
takes possession of our breasts, and 
we view the individual with a jaun- 
diced eye. Ifhe is silent, we ac- 
cuse him of sullenness; if he speaks, 
we make him an offender for a 
word; and if he does that which 
is good in itself, we cannot be- 
lieve that his motives are right. 
When we look through the magni- 
fying glass of prejudice, the small- 
est defect becomes a crime; and 
thus we afflict ourselves with diffi- 
culties which only exist in our im- 
agination; or, if they exist at all, 
they might have vanished like the 
mist before the morning sun, had 


2 


we pursued the course which the 
light of truth has pointed out. Let 
us then, when we are satisfied a 
person is out of the way, take the 
earliest opportunity to reclaim 
im. 

This duty should be performed 
with secrecy. There is scarcely an 
evil more prevalent in the church 
of Christ than the neglect of this 


the duty itself. Almost all our 
success will depend on the manner 
in which we admonish. If we do 
this with a wrong spirit, or at an 
unseasonable time, we may deserve 


more censure than the person 
whom we conceive to be the of- 


fender. We may be the means of 


4 
hardening, instead of softening the 
/ heart of a fallen brother. The 
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lain act of justice. When we 
five heard, or suppose we have 
seensomething improper ina friend, 
is it net too much the case that we 
give publicity to what we have 
seen or heard? The tale is whis- 
pered from circle to circle as a 
great secret, till the whole neigh- 
bourhood becomes acquainted with 
it; and perhaps the person con- 
cerning whom it is told, is the last 
who hears of it. 

It would contribute much to the 
peace and happiness of churches, 
if, in cases where admonition is 
necessary, they would sacredly re- 
gard the instruction which Christ 
gave to his disciples on this subject. 
Matt. xviii. 15, 16, 17. ** Moreover, 
if thy brother shall trespass against 
thee, go and tell him his fault be- 
tween thee and him alone: if he 
shall hear thee, thou hast gained 
thy brother. But if he will not 
hear thee, then take with thee one 
or two more, that in the mouth of 
two or three witnesses, every word 
may be established. And if he 
shall neglect to hear them, tell it 
unto the church: but if he neglect 
to hear the church, let him be as 
an heathen man and a publican.” 

Why go to him who has trespas- 
sed, alone? 

1. Because, the report you have 
heard, or the unfavourable impress- 
ion you have on your mind, may 
be without foundation ; and a pri- 
vate interview may rectify your 
mistake. Or, 

2. You may be right in the views 
you entertain of the misconduct of 
a brother; but your private admo- 
nition my reclaim him, and then it 
ought to sink in oblivion. 

If this attempt fails, you are re- 
quired to act in concert with * one 
or two more.” Keasons equally 
Just, may be assigned for this mode 
of healing the difficulty which may 
exist. 

‘The mistake may rest with you, 
and not with the persons you are 
disposed to, censure. Of this, per- 
haps, you may be fully convinced 
»y the remarks of your brethren. 
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If this should not be the case, if 
your brother has really trespassed 
against you, stili he may hear *‘ one 
or twg more” with greater candour 
than he would you; because he 
may view them as more impartial, 
and more dispassionate. Their 
decision may operate powerfully 
on his mind, and serve to convince 
him that he is wrong. 

When admonition is necessary, 
select an opportunity which will 
be most favourable to the design 
you have in view; which I take 
for granted, is the honour of the 
cause, and the good of the individ- 
ual. He who is influenced by dif- 
ferent motives, is disqualified for 
the task. The legitimate object 


of ** admonition” is not to set an. 


offending brother at defiance, to 
embitter his spirit, or to prostrate 
him in the dust: but it is, to con- 
vince him of his error, if he has 
departed from the truth, and to 
impress him with a sense of his 
guilt, if he has departed from the 
practice of the gospel. The spirit 
with which Christians should at- 
tend to this duty, and the end they 
should keep in view, are distinctly 
enjoined by the apostle Paul, Gal. 
vi. 1. ** Brethren, if aman be oyer- 
taken in a fault, ye which are spir- 
itual, restore such an one in the 
spirit of meekness; considering 
thyself, lest thou alse be tempted.” 


He who feels the force of this pas- 
sage, will also perceive the impor- 


tance of choosing the most suitable 
time and place for attending to 
this duty. The wisest of men has 
observed, * there isa time to keep 
silence, and a time to speak. 
There is a time for every purpose, 
and for every work.” By these 
expressions he means, no doubt, 
that there are some seasons more 
suitable and favourable than others 
for effecting any important object. 
We all know there are seasons 
when a person is more pleasant, 
his heart more accessible, and 
his conscience more tender than at 
other times. It should therefore 
be the aim ofa persen to embrace 
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ene of these auspicuous seasons 
when he intends to admonish. A 
word thus timely spoken may have 
the most happy effect. Nor should 
the circumstance of place be disre- 
garded. If we reprove a person 
in the street, or at some social yis- 
it, itis not probable we shall do 
him any good. Though he himself 
should be sensible of his defects, 
yet he does not wish them to be 
proclaimed to the world; and if he 
is not sensible of them, such an op- 
en attack will only serve to rouse 
his pride, and fortify his mind 
against conviction. Reproof con- 
yeys an implication, not only of 
guilt, but of inferiority ; hence it is 
seldom grateful to the feelings, and 
never so when received in public. 
Let admonition be administered 
with tenderness. ‘Tenderness min- 
gled with reproof is most suitable 
whenit proceeds irom sinners, “If 
a brother be overtaken in a fault, 
res(ore such an one in the spirit of 
meekness, considering thyself, lest 
thou also be tempted.” Here the 
apostle appeals to their feelings, 
and reminds them of their own lia- 
bility to be drawn away by the 
power of temptation. It is as if 
he had said, In endeavouring to re- 
store a fallen brother, bear in mind 
that you may fall, and condnct to- 
wards him with the same spirit of 
meekness ,as you would reasonably 
expect he would conduct towards 
you, were you placed in his situa- 
tion, and he in yours. The very 
fact that you yourself are an offen- 
der, and have had much forgiven, 
should inspire you with a tender 
and forgiving spirit. Whenameek 
spirit accompanies reproof, it is 
most likely to be crowned with 
success. When your deportment 
is unassuming, and you endeavour 
to convince the person that affec- 
tion has prompted you to the pain- 
tul duty; when you address him 
with tenderness, you will make 
him feel that you are his friend— 
You will calm his agitated feelings, 
you will disarm his fears, and ban- 
ish those sensation? which a man 
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of sensibility naturally feels when 
he sees an accuser approach him. 
Under such favourable circumstan- 
ces there is reason te hope, that 
his heart will be open to your re- 
proof. It will be no matter of sur- 
prise should the tears of ingenuous 
sorrow be seen, and a frank and 
humble confession of his fault be 
heard. Q! what a conquest will 
you have achieved! James v. 19, 20. 
“Brethren, if any of you do err 
from the truth, and one convert 
him ; let him know, that he which 
converteth the sinner from the er- 
ror of his way shall save a soul 
from death, and shall hide a multi- 
tude of sins.” 

But an opposite spirit can have 
no happy effect. Your charges 
may be tootrue. Your reasoning 
may be just and conclusive. Bui 
if your charges and reasoning are 
conveyed in a harsh, unfeeling 
manner, they will be ‘lost. You 
have shut up the way to his con- 
science, you have closed every av- 
enue to his heart; and so far from 
listening to you like an humble pen- 
itent, he will maintain the attitude 
and language of self-defence. 

I had meant to have called the 
attention of your readers to the 
advantages of Christian admoni- 
tion,” but | am fearful that my ob- 
servations are already extended to 
an improper length. 1 shall there- 
fore close this communication by 
mentioning one or two of the hap- 
py effects which may be expected 
to follow the discharge of this duty. 

You have reason to believe, that 
God will bless your pious and dis- 
creet endeavours to restore his chil- 
dren from their wanderings. The 
scriptures furnish you with exam- 
ples of the success of judicious and 
affectionate admonition. Nathan 
had a difficult and painful task te 
perform, when he visited the king 
ofIsrael. There were many dis- 
couraging circumstances’ which 
would have prevented a timid per- 
son from performing his duty ; but 
he delivered his message ; and be- 
fore he left the palace, he saw the 
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king aroused from a state of awful 
insensibility, and:heard him ac- 
knowledge with bitterness and con- 
trition of heart, “I have sinned 
against the Lord.” 
Paul was equally successful in 
his faithful admonition tothe church 
at Corinth. You have reason to 
anticipate the same happy results ; 
for he who has made it the duty of 
saints to admonish one another, will 
not suffer your efforts to be alto- 
gether vain. _ Butif youshould not 
be so successful as you could wish, 
you will have the satisfaction of 
having done your duty; and you 
will feel a sweet consciousness that 
you are not a partaker of the sins 
of a professing brother, by conniv- 


ing at them. hes 
EUMENES. 
For the American Baptist Magazine. 


IMPORTANCE OF ACTUAL PREPARATION 
FOR DEATH. 


(Concluded from page 90 last No.) 


2. Let usnow shew some of the 
more important parts of this sol- 
emn preparation.-—It must be con- 
sidered as essentially comprised in 
the dispositions and habits of a ree 
newed soul. To all others our 
God must appear a *“ consuming 
fire,’ his name and nature must 
strike with inexpressible terrors 
those who shall be found in the 
possession and indulgence of unre- 
pented sin. ‘They shall be pun- 
ished with everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord and 
the glory of his power. When he 
comes in the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory, they shall 
wail because of him. They shall 
run into dens and caves of the moun- 
tains, and call to the rocks and 
mountains to fall on them and cov- 
er them, for the great day of his 
wrath will then be come, and who 
shall be able to stand ?” But, if our 
Souls have been quickened and 

VoL. 
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sanctified by his gface, if we have 
experimentally known the beliey- 
er’s transition from darkness tolight, 
and from the power of Satan, unto 
God, we shall meet the Lord with 
ecstasy, and shall exclaim, ‘* Come, 
Lord Jesus, come quickly.” Hence 
the more important parts of the 
requisite preparation, are the for- 
giveness of sins through the Re- 
deemer’s blood, the justification of 
the soul by the righteousness of 
Christ, its sanctification by the in- 
fluences of the divine Spirit apply- 
ing the truths of the gospel. Yet 
when our Saviour says, *“*Be ye alse 
ready,” we are to understand the 
attitude of one who is ‘ looking 
unto Jesus,’”? who has committed to 
him his chief interest, and being 
persuaded that he is able to keep 
the sacred deposit, is eagerly watch- 
ing all the indications of providence; 
that he might seize with joy the 
first intimations of his Lord’s coming. 
In this view, the soul’s actual prep- 
aration will comprehend somethin 
more than what is merely habitual. 
And in order to be in constant and 
actual readiness, we must know 
what it is to have communion with 
God, to cherish a tender sense of 
his just authority and scrutinizing 
inspection, to believe with active 
faith all his declarations, to have 
our hearts suitably detached from 
the things of this world, and in a 
word, * being risen with Christ, to 
seek those things which are above, 
where Christ sitteth on the right 
hand of God.” | 

3. Ifthe condition in which we 
are to be ushered into the pres- 
ence of the Lord be a matter so 
deserving attention and solicitude, 
it will be an interesting inquiry to 
ascertain some of the evidences of 
the soul’s fitness for such an inter- 
view.—Do we “love the appear- 
ing of the Lord?” The apostle 
gives this as an evidence of prepa- 
ration to enter into his glory. The 
crown of righteousness was to be 
given not to himself only, but to 
all those who love his. appearing. 
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We cannot love”that which is un- 
welcome to us, which conveys ter- 
ror to our minds, which associates 
us with objects against which our 
whole nature revolts. Iftherefore 
we love the anticipation of that 
period when we shall be brought 
nearer to our dear Saviour, when 
all the coldness of distance and un- 
certainty shall be removed, and 
our souls shall drink the spirit of 
an everlasting day, it is a pleasing 
testimony to our conscience that 
grace has fitted us for the grand 
result. 

The abhorrence of sin, and the 
love of holiness must combine their 
influences upon the hearts of those 
who wil exult in God’s immediate 
presence. To all the workers of 
iniquity the face of the Lord will 
be an supportable pressure ; but 
by those whose spirits are sorrow- 
ing for their sin, who feel and la- 
ment the plague of their hearts, 
who know that it is an evil thing 
and bitter to sin against God, who 
desire above all things to be deliv- 
ered from the stains of guilt, and 
assimilated to the purity of their 
Saviour’s rmage, the events which 
are to conduct them to scenes of 
purer joy, will be hailed with de- 
lightful transport. A contrite heart 
where the Lord delights to dwell, 
will never be dismayed at the pre- 
sence of him who selects it as his 
habitation. When the Lord shall 
come to be glorifred in his saints, 
and admired m them that believe, 
he shall say, ‘‘ Gather my saints to- 
gether, those that have made a 
covenant with me by sacrifice.” 
Now the sacrifices of God are a 
broken spirit, a broken and a con- 
trite heart he will not despise. 

In the character of that Saviour 
in whom we trust, we find an eyvi- 
dence of our readiness to encoun- 
ter the events before us. Should 
you see a man with his house firm- 
ly seated on a rock, you would in- 
stantly conclude that he was pre- 
pared for the storm. The solitary 
pilgrim possessing a covering un- 
der “ the shadow of a great rock,” 
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fears net that he shall be smitten 
by the scorching ray. ‘The genu- 
ine son, however tossed on the 
tempestuous billows, entertains no 
dread, because he knows “ his fath- 
er isatthe helm.” The expiring 
saint can fearlessly walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, 
because God is with him, and by 
his rod and staffcomforts him. He 
that has an all-prevailing mterces- 
sor may not tremble at the face of 
the eternal Judge. He that has 
an advocate with the Father, even 
Jesus Christ the righteous, will be 
nitimately vindicated against all 
the accusations of sin and Satan; 
will shine im the dignity ef that in- 
nocence which he derives from the 
righteousness of the Saviour, and 
will assert his claim to the beati- 
tude of Heaven. If we be in the 
keeping of that Shepherd who 
* lays down his life for the sheep,”” 
who: was smitten in their stead by 
the sword of the Almighty, who 
found us going astray, and restored 
us to the Bishop of our souls, then 
none shall pluck us from his hand, 
no weapon shall prosper against us, 
the beasts of the field shall be in 
league with us, and the desert shall 
become streams of living water. 
If we be sustained by the grace of 
him who has vanquished death, 
and exhibited the lustre of immor- 
tality, then without fear we may 
meet the conquered foe, view all 
the mitigated herrors of his char- 
acter, survey all the forms of his 
subjugated power, and quietly pass 
his dark domain. 

Secondly—We proceed to view 
the reason by which the exhorta- 
tion is enforced. ‘For in such an 
hour as ye think not, the Son of 
man cometh.” Our most unguard- 
ed moments are often those in 
which we touch the border of some 
momentous scene. “In ‘such an 
hour as we think not,”’ we may be 
inhaling the pestilence which is to 
end our lives, or pursuing the pleas- 
ure which is to be fatal to us, or 
nourishing the disease which is 
speedily to diffuse its malignant 
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power over our whole body. “In 
such an hour as we think net,” the 
command may be given te cut us 
down as cumberers of the ground, 
to make our root rottenness, and 
our blossom dust, to pour contempt 
upon all our fading honours and at- 
tainments, and to mingle our glory 
with the dust. ‘[n such an hour 
as we think not,” the gates of death 
may be opening for us, the history 
of our probation may be receiving 
its last page, and our opportunities 
closing forever. 

We are prone to thoughtlessness, 
and must find by frequent and pain- 
ful experience that such a temper 
is an unhappy source of our great- 
est troubles. From not thinking, 
we fall into errors, the consequen- 
ces of which embitter the greater 
part of our existence. From not 
thinking, we become quiet in the 
most perilous circumstances, and 
delude ourselyes with vain prom- 
ises of future safety and happiness. 
By not thinking, we offend God, 
expose our souls to danger, rush 
into the ways of destruction, and 
incur the dreadful risk of final ruin. 
God says, ** My people do not know, 
Israel doth not consider.” If we 
were to meditate and reflect, we 
should certainly see and shun many 
of those evils into which we plunge. 
A little theught would conyince us 
of the extreme presumption of our 
plans and hopes. it would bring 
eternity more before our eyes, and 
incite us to becoming diligence in 
being ready for its awful conse- 
quences. A little reflection would 
shew us that our frail lives are wast- 
ing away, that in a moment all the 
springs may break and leave the 
body a mass lifeless and inert. 
And as we must give an account to 
God for our sins and follies, it may 
be bis pleasure to enter into judg- 
ment with us at a time when we 
the least expect it. ‘hus we shall 
be surprised by his coming, and in 
the trepidation of unavailing haste, 
shall anxiously call to every one 
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out.” Dreadful will it be to have 
the light of hope extinguished at 
the very time when we shall most 
need its cheering influence. 

It is a matter of astonishment 
that we should be so successful in 
making ourselves believe that we 
are in no danger. ‘+ Man’s death 
inhabits all things but the thought 
of man.’ Do friends around us 
drop into the grave and disappear 
from our circles? we conclude 
that our time is yet distant, and 
that we have no need to change 
our way of life. Does the grim 
visage of death enter our own fam- 
ilies, and look down with menacing 
horror upon our apartments? we 
still think that there is time enough 
for us. Are we rent from the 
dearest objects of life, severed from 
all that cheered with smiles and 
sweetness our toilsome probation, 
left with the bleeding bosom ef be- 
reavement in protracted sorrow ? 
still we forget our own mortality, 
and shed tears over others who 
were born to die. In this lament- 
able blindness to our impending 
destiny, how necesaary is it that 
we daily view the ground of our 
assurance, and confirm the hope of 
a better life by preparing to meet 
God! Reflect on the instances of 
death which have come under your 
own knowledge, and judge for 
yourselves on this important point. 
Did the young man who lies inter- 
red yonder, anticipate his approch- 
ing end? or was he overtaken by 
the appalling decree, whilst hope 
sparkled in his eye, and health 
flushed his countenance? In him 
the vital current was suspended 
with the stagnation of death before 
his anxious friends suspected his 
fall. And how was it with the fair 
and tender form that lies moulder- 
ing here? She too was broken 
down jn an instant, and in death lay 
beauteousruin.” Another that 
slumbers near at hand was snatch- 
ed from the active scenes of life, 
torn from wife and children, whilst 


that passes fur help—* Give us of the warm blood of affection was 
your oil, for our lamps have gone yet throbbing through his heart, 
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And should we consult the long re- 
cords of mortality, the observation 
which must strike us, would be 
that in a majority of cases the sum- 
mons of departure was unexpected. 
How solemnly does this enforce 
the exhortation of the text! If the 
hand of death may seize us when 
we least expect it, if when we go 
out we may never return to our 
habitations, and when we close our 
eyes In repose, we may awake in 
eternity, if the food with which we 
are nourished, and the recreation 
with which we are refreshed, may 
contain the cause of dissolution, if 
the stern visage of death may be 
hid under the rosy hue of health, 
and his gloomy features concealed 
behind the smile of pleasure; and 
if in short, our life is a vapour that 
vanishes as soon as beheld, how 
careful and yigilant should we be 
to hold ourselves in habitual read- 
iness to relinquish our abode on 
earth! Think therefore of your 
latter end. Keep in view your 
Lord’s coming, and be conversant 
with the ideas inspired by such a 
prospect. Beware lest you be 
aurprised by the imperceptible ad- 
vent of Him who shall judge the 
quick and the dead. Resist firmly 
the obstacles which delay your 
preparation. ‘Seek unto God, and 
unto God commit your cause ! " Al- 
low yourselves no rest until the 
sense of pardoned sin be obtained ; 
until you rest in the cheering as- 
surance of God’s love, and are » able 
to appropriate to yourselves the 
comfort of the blessed promises. 
Listen not to the song of pleasure, 
it is a music that never breaks the 
silence of the tomb; look not on 
the dazzling light of worldly joy, 
it never penetrates the gloom of 
the grave. THEOPHILUS. 


PULPIT ELOQUENCE. AN EXTRACT. 
“An accurate sermon is a dis- 
course made up of an exact quanti- 


¢y ofeach component part. There 
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is a certain degree, or quantum of 
truth—there is an exact point of 
light or evidence, in which this 
truth is placed—there is a nice 
quantum sufhicit of wnagery, col- 
ouring and enlivening the evidence 
—there are nice degrees of temper 
adjusted to all parts; the reason- 

ing is vigorous, the narration cool, 

the suasion pathetick, soft, and 
warm; and there isa sort of style 
adapted to the subject : and there is 
a degree of yehemence, or indiffer- 
ence in the very words or letters, that 
express the whole suited to the 
importance, or comparative insig- 
nificance of each part. The com- 
position of such a sermon is a work 
of great labour, and yet it must not 
appear to be labouredatall. The 
art of composing such a discourse 
is merely human, and, it should 
seem, is banished by St. Paul from 
the Christian pulpit, and confined 
to schools, and places of human 
science. ‘1 Cor. ii. 

‘* Natural eloquence cannot be 
denied an entrance into the pulpit: 
but artificial eloquence is unnec- 
essary. There isa great deal of 
reason for this distinction; for 
were scholastick eloquence, or the 
purer eloquence of simple accura- 
cy, essential to a good sermon, ei- 
ther the people would have but 
few sermons, or the preacher would 
have such intolerable difficulties 
in composing his discourses, that 
all the other parts of his office 
would be neglected; and after all, 
very little benefit would be deriv- 
ed from his labours. What num- 
bers in the Spring enjoy the fra- 
grance of universal nature, who 
are incapable of culling the sweets 
and combining the sprigs that form 
the delicate nose-gay of a fine lady ? 

Some attention to method and 
arrangement, however, is essential 
to a minister in studying the scrip- 
tures. In investigating and rea- 
soning on subjects, in determining 
the direction of promises and 
threatenings—in relieving troub- 
led consciences, and in administere 
ing reproot to transgressors. 
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human passions are sour-’ 
ces of eloquence, and no minister 
can possibly excel in this part of 
pulpit eloquence, unless his own 
affections be thoroughly moved. 
The Christian pastor, of all men 
in the world, should haye an affec- 
tionate heart. When he preaches 
thus, it is the shepherd in search 
of his strayed sheep! the father in 
pursuit of his lost child! Is it pos- 
sible for statues to discharge this 
necessary part of duty? as well 
might a marble parent supply the 
place of a real one. 

* A clergyman, in whose time it 
was the received custom for minis- 
ters to speak memoriter, (by heart) 
dissuades from. the practice of 
preaching a sermon, which had 
been first written, and then got by 
heart, for these good reasons: 1. 
It renders preaching a great labour. 
2. If the preacher forget one word, 
it perplexes hi:aself, and confuses 
the auditory. 3. Pronunciation, 
action, and all the holy motions of 
the affections are hindered, because 
the mind is wholly taken up with 
recollection and repetition. 

‘“‘If the preacher thorougly un- 
derstand his subject, and be a man 
of tolerable elocution, he will be 
at no loss for words in general.” 


ADDRESS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
OF THE MASSACHUSETTS BAPTIST EbD- 
UCATION SOCIETY. 


THe Public have already been 
apprized, that a Society was formed 
at the meeting of the Boston Bap- 
tist Association, held at South Read- 
ing in September 1814, by the name 
of the ‘* Massachusetts Baptist Ed- 
ucation Society,” for the purpose 
of affording instruction to pious 
Young Men called to the work of 
the Ministry. The Executive Com- 
mittee would mention with grati- 
tude, that immediately afier the 
organization of the Society, a be- 
nevolent individual, in prospect of 
nis decease, made a large bequest 


to promote the objects of this in- 
stitution. This favourable circum. 
stance, viewed by the Committee 
as a special token of the approba- 


tion of Heaven, served greatly to 


encourage thei to persevering ex- 
ertions; it was also viewed by 
them as an intimation in Providence 
that they should obtain from the 
Legislature of the Commonwealth 
an Act of Incorporation, to secure 
the above, and other property, 
which it is hoped will be commit- 
ted to their care. 

It has given us peculiar pleasure 
to witness corresponding efforts in 
our sister Assuciations, especially 
the Warren, and the Woodstock, 
who have cheerfully contributed 
of their property for the support 
of the same important object. 

It has been judiciously observed, 
that ‘‘ concentrated action is pow- 
erful action ; union is strength; 
and the combined efiorts of individ- 
uals, or Societies, will effect much 
more than when these individuals 
or Societies act separately. Im- 
pressed with these truths, the 
Committee of the Massachusetts 
Baptist Education Society conceive 
it to be very desirable that a un- 
ion of effort should be made. 
They disclaim all desire of pre-em- 
inence; but as their Society is al- 
ready in operation ; as the local sit- 
uation of the Committee is attended 
with some peculiar advantages, and 
as an Act of Incorporation has been 
obtained, they hope they will not 


be considered as assuming too much, . 


in affectionately and respectfully 
inviting the co-operation of indi- 
viduals and Societies on the princi- 
ples and plan, which they have 
adopted for the regulation of their 
own conduct, and which is now with 
deference submitted to the Church- 
es and Societies in the New-En- 
gland States. 

The Act of Incorporation hav- 
ing provided that the Executive 
Committee of the Massachusetis 
Baptist Education Society shall not 
exceed nine, including the Secre, 
tary and Treasurer ef the Society. 
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. discharge of his official trust, as 


12) THE POWER OF OHRIST’S RESURRECTION. 


and shall be annually chosen by 
Trustees appointed by the Boston 
Baptist Association, and such others 
as shall unite with them for the same 


object: Therefore, Resoiven, 


I. That all such persons shall 
be Trustees of this Society, who 
pay into its Treasury annually, the 


sum of t0 dollars. 


ff. All such persons as pay in- 
to the ‘Treasury the sum of 50 dol- 
lars at any one time, or who shall 
increase their original subscription 
to that sum, shall be Trustees for 
life. 

lll. Every Church or Society 
who shall pay into the Treasury 
the sum of 50 dollars annually, 
shall be allowed to appoint one 
Trustee. 

IV. Any Church or Society, on 
paying into the Treasury of this 
Committee the sum of 150 dollars 
annually, shall have the privilege 
of recommending candidates to be 
supported by the funds of this Com- 
mittee, and ako of selecting the 
place at which they shall prase- 
cute their studies. 

V. All bequests, donations, and 
life subscriptions not otherwise or- 
dered, shall be funded, and improv- 
ed to the best advantage ; and the 
annual income thereof, together 


with the annual subscriptions and- 


contributions, shall be applied to 
such young men in their education 
for the ministry, as the Executive 
Committee shall determine to be fit 
subjects thereof. 

VI. At the annual meeting of 
this Seciety, the Executive Com- 
mittee shall make a report of their 
doings the past year; the Treas- 
urer’s accounts shall be examined ; 
and a new election of officers be 
made. 

Vil. The Secretary shall keep 
a fair record of the proceedings of 
the Trustees at the annual meet- 
ing, and of all the doings of the 
Executive Committee. 

Vill. The Treasurer shall give 
bonds in such sums for the faithful 


[July, 


the Executive Committee shall 
require. 

IX. The Executive Committee 
shall meet quarterly, at such time 
and place as they shall appoint, and 
oftener, if they deem it necessary ; 
and they shall at least once a year 
examine the progress of their ben- 
eficiaries, or receive a written state- 
ment of the same from their in- 
structers. 

X. The Executive Committee 
shall appoint a Chairman; take 
charge of the pecuniary concerns 
of the Society; receive applica- 
tions of candidates, and judge of 
their qualifications; determine on 
the place or places where they 
shall receive instruction, and the 
time they shall devote to study; 
and superintend all the concerns 
of the Institution. 

XI. No person shall be receiv- 
ed under the patronage of the 
Committee who does not furnish 
satisfactory evidence of his piety, 
talents, and call to the ministry. 
By order and in behalf of the Com- 

mittee, 
LUCIUS BOLLES, See’ry. 
Boston, December 8, 1818. 


Far the Amcrican Bapsist Magazine. 


THE POWEROFCHRIST’S RESURRECTION. 


* That I may know him, and the pow- 
er of his resurrection. Phil. iii. 10.” 


Tue apostle Paul was neither an 
enthusiast nor a bigot ; yet no man 
was ever more earnest and zealous 
in religion, no man was ever a 
more decided advocate for experi- 
ence. He was not satisfied with 
knowing Christ merely as a law- 
giver and teachef, he was anxious 
to know him as a sanctifier and re- 
deemer. He was not satisfied to 
receive his doctrines merely in a 
cold and lifeless manner; he la- 
boured to have his heart affected 
with them, to have his whole soul 


wrought into the image of Christ,. 
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by feeling continually the power of quered. His sceptre is broken; hd 
his resurrection. his kingdom is destroyed. Life 
But what are we to understand and immortality are proclaimed by a 
by the power of Christ’s resurrec- the resurrection of Christ. Soon ch: 
tion? Doubtless it is the influence his voice shall wake the sleeping ie: 


which his gospel exerts upon the 
hearts of believers, in consequence 
of its being sanctioned by the res- 
urrection of Christ. A full convic- 
tion of the resurrection of Christ, 
has a most powerful influence on 
the faith of believers. It removes 
their doubts, quells-their fears, and 
confirms their faithin him as the 
true Messiah. Had he not risen, 
all his pretensions to be the Messi- 
ah had proved vain; vain also had 
been all the hopes and expectations 
which he had raised in the breasts 
of his disciples. The proof of his 
divinity, of his authority, of the truth 
of his doctrines, and of the efficacy 
of his death to make an atonement, 
was dependent on his resurrection. 
He was declared to be the Son of 
God with power, by the resurrec- 
tion from the dead. “If Christ be 
not risen,” says the apostle, ‘your 
faith is vain; ye are yet in your 
sins.” ‘*Forif the dead rise not, 
then is Christ not risen,” and they 
which have fallen asleep in Christ 
have perished, no more to rise. 
And if in this life only, we have 
hope, we are of all men most mis- 
erable. But now hath Christ ris- 
en from the dead, and become the 
first fruits of them thatslept. Now 
hath he evinced the efficacy of his 
death, to make an atonement for 
sin. Now hath he ascended up on 
high, and become a Prince and a 
Saviour, to give repentance to Is- 
rael, and the forgiveness of sins. 
Now is the way opened for the de- 
scent of the Holy Spirit to renew 
and sanctify our hearts. Now 
have we free access to God through 
the mediation of his Son: and in 


his resurrection and ascension, we 
see a pledge of our own resurrec- 
‘ion, when this mortal shall put on 
immortality, and this corruptible 
Shall put on incorruption. No 
longer is the grave an object of 
Death is con- 


‘error and dread. 


dust of his saints, and bid them rise 
to take possession of their inherit- 
ance in heaven. 

And what is it to know the pow- 
er of Christ’s resurrection? It is 
to feel its renovating influence up- 
on the heart. It is to be raised 
with him from the death of sin, and 
by the power-of his Spirit to begia 
a new and divine life. It is to be 
persuaded of his power and will- 
ingness to save, so as to be con- 
strained, from a sense of our lost, 
miserable, guilty, and perishing 
state, to flee to him, to put our 
whole trust in him, to believe in 
him with all our hearts, to be wil- 
ling to be saved entirely by his 
merits, and to be anxious to be 
freed from the love and dominion 
of sin, in order to bé conformed to 
his holy image and likeness. This 
was the knowledge of the power 
of Christ’s resurrection, which the 
apostle obtained, when on his way 
to Damascus. A light shone into 
his mind, his énmity was subdued, 
and his whole soul enraptured with 
the glories of that Saviour, whom 
he had before persecuted. Then 
he counted all things but loss for 
Christ. And such is the knowledge 
which every Christian receives of 
the power of Christ’s resurrection. 
Every Christian has been quicken- 
ed together with Christ; has been 
turned from darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan unto God. 

But this is not all that we are to 
‘understand by knowing the power 
of Christ’s resurrection. The 
great doctrines he taught, are to 
have a Constant influence upon our 
hearts and lives. Seeing Christ 
hath risen from the dead, aseended 
to heaven, and showed our feet the 
way we are to aspire for that ex- 
alted state of blessedness to which 
we hope to be raised; and a con- 
stant regard to the resurrection of 
Christ, wild serve te increase ont 
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faith, and confirm our hope. Could 
we doubt whether he has ascend- 
en to heaven, we might well doubt 
whether our expectations of future 
blessedness would ever be realiz- 
ed. But there is no room for 
doubt. The witness is in our 
hearts. Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord and Saviour Je- 
sus Christ, who hath begotten us 
again to a lively hope, by the res- 
urrection of Christ from the dead. 
Let us then, who have this hope 
in us, purify ourselves even as he 
is pure; so that when he shall ap- 
pear, we shall be like him, and see 
him as he is. ‘Think, O Christian, 
think of the approach of that day, 
when your body shall be fashioned 
like unto the glorious body of Je- 
sus; and let the prospect of that 
delightful period animate you * to 
forget the things that are behind, 
and reaching forth towards those 
that are before, to press towards 
the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 
SOCIUS. 


EXTRAOTS FROM DR. STILLMAN’S TEXT- 
BOOK. 
(Continued from page 95 last No.] 

February 17, 1801, concludes 
the forty-third year of my ministry. 
Whatcause of thankfulness that I 
have been spared so long. What 
cause of deep repentance that I 
have been go little engaged for God 
and souls! O, that the short period 
of my remaining life may be more 
than ever devoted to the Lord, and 
to the church of Christ; and when 
death comes, may I find my God 
with me, that I may speak well of 
his name when leaving the world. 

Feb. 17,1802. To my surprise I 
have been spared one year more, 
and have been enabled to discharge 
the various duties of my station, with 
very little interruption by indispo- 
sition. What shall I render to the 
Lord for all his goodness to me! O 
that he may graciously pardon all 
mine iniquities, and sanctify me 
throughout. I long,I long to love 
him with the greatest possible af- 


H's funeral sermon was preached froma Mis text. 


[July, 


fection, and to be much more en- 
gaged than ever in his blessed 
service. O, may I study, live, and 
preach as one who stands on the 
verge of eternity.—Soon shall I 
finish my ministry and life: my 
heart’s desire is, that God may be 
glorified in me, whether it be by 
life or by death. Help me,O Lord, 
to be faithful until death. 

Feb. 17, 1803, concludes the 
forty-fiflh year of my ministry. 
But alas! how little have I done for 
God, and his cause. I am ashamed 
of my unfruitfulness and inactivity. 
© that the short time that remains 
for me may be better employed, 
and God be glorified in me, wheth- 
er by life or by death. Lord, I be- 
lieve help thou mine unbelief: keep 
me near to thee, and may I be 
ready to depart at thy call! 

Feb. 17, 1804, I finished the for- 
ty-sixth year ofmyministry. While 
I most sincerely lament that I have 
lived so little for God, I bless him 
for my preservation, and that I am 
favoured at this last period of my 
life, with seeing the most glorious 
work of God among the people in 
Boston, that lever saw. Glory to 
his name for this wonderful display 
of divine power. O, may it continue 
and spread throughout the town, 
and land. And O that I may be 
more humble, holy and engaged 
than ever. 

Feb. 17, 1805, | finished the for- 
ty-seventh year of my ministry. O 
how great are my obligations to 
the ever blessed God, for preserv- 
ing me till this time. And what 
reason have | to be ashamed before 
him, that I have lived so little for 
his glory. O Lord, forgive the 
past, and enable me in future to be 
more than ever devoted to thy 
cause. But few hours or days re- 
main for me. But I desire to be. 
diligent, that 1 may be found of 
thee in peace; and in death be en- 
abled to say, | have fought the 
good fight, 
course : 


that fadeth not away.” 


A 


1 have finished my J 
henceforth there is laid q 
up for me, guilty me, a crown of |@ 
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129 


Rebieto, 


(Concluded from page 98 last No.) 


A Series of Letters on the Mode and 
Subjects of Baptism, addressed to 
the Christian Public. To which is 
prefixed, a brief account of the com- 
mencement and progress of the Au- 
thor’s trial on those points which 
terminated in his embracing Be- 
lievers’ Baptism, in a Letter to a 
friend. By Stephen Chapin, late 
Pastor of the Congregational 
Church in Mont Vernon, (N. H.) 
76 pages octavo. Lincoln and 
Edmands, 53 Cornhill, Boston. 


We regret that otir limits will 
not allow us to give copious ex- 
tracts from these interesting let- 
ters. The following brief analysis 
will doubtless be acceptable to our 
readers, and increase their desire 
to become acquainted with the 
whole work. 


In the letter “ to a friend,” with 
which the work is prefaced, Mr. 
Chapin gives ‘a brief history of 
the origin and progress of those 
conflicts and trials of mind, which 
terminated” in his embracing the 
doctrine of believers’ baptism. His 
attention was first directed to this 
subject by reading the history of 
the early ages of Christianity. 


“Formerly, says he, Ihad relied with 
much satisfaction on the antiquity and 
general prevalence of infant baptism, as 
a proof that it must be apostolic.” ‘* But 
now on more particular examination, I 
found that this mode of reasoning would 
prove too much: It would prove the 
divine right of infant communion; for 
this was as ancient and as general, as in- 
fant baptism. The fathers, I found, 
placed both on the same ground, and 
supported both by the same process of 
argument. Saint Austin tells us that 
the church held, that both ordinances 
were saving and necessary to eternal 
life ; and on the ground of this suppos- 
ed saving quality, he informs us that the 
church viewed them both, as traditions 
from the apostles, In the same way of 


17 


arguing I could prove the divine ori- 
gin of the use of the cross in baptism , 
worshipping with the face towards the 
east, and that baptism was regeneration, 
&c. My attempt now was to meet and 
refute the argument, in favour of infant 
communion, without invalidating at the 
same time the arguments In support of 
infant baptism. But on trial I found 
that my attack on the former, was in 
fact an indiscriminate warfare on both. 
If I succeeded in laying to rest the ar- 
guments in favour of infant communion, 
1 perceived that, if after this, a ‘Taylor 
or a Pierce had stood and said, Sir, 
where now are your proofs for infant 


baptism ? the question, I confess, would 


have been to me perfectly confounding, 
If I attempted to support infant sprink- 
ling, I must try to reanimate those very 
arguments, which I had but just slain. 
By this time I found myself preity deep- 
ly involved, and for relief, resorted to 
the word of God. This I believed was 
an infallible guide. This I read and 
read with fastings, and I hope with 
daily prayers to the Father of light, 
that he would mercifully send me the 
illuminating and guiding power of his 
holy Spirit. I first confined myself 
a ally to the New ‘Testament. 
ere I found neither precept nor ex- 
ample for infant baptism. If the apos- 
tles and primitive teachers were all 
Pedobaptists, they must have baptized 
many thousands of children and infants 
before the closing of the canon of scrip- 
ture. And it struck me with peculiar 
force, that all the inspired penmen 
should have passed over all these count- 
less instances of infant baptism in the 
most profound silence.” pp. 3, 4. 


After Mr. Chapin had attentive- 
ly examined the New Testament, 
he ‘‘ repaired to the old, and en- 
deavoured to support himself by 
arguments drawn from the law of 
circumcision.” But this argument 
he found ruined itself by proving 
too much. 

He then tried the law of prose- 
lyte baptism, but in vain. The 
ground on which he had been ac- 
customed to bear gave way, and 
he was obliged to suspend the 
practice of infant baptism, for more 
than ayear. On his attempting to 
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revive it, ‘* he did not feel all that 
solid ground of support which he 
wished ;” and on “ pushing his in- 
vestigations farther, rallying all 
the arguments on both sides of the 
question, comparing them with 
carefulness and candour,” his mind 
became settled in the belief of be- 
lievers’ baptism only. | 

The process of Mr. Chapin’s 
change is very similar to that of 
many others ; and that many more 
do not come to the same conclusion, 
we think, is owing to their not in- 
vestigating the subject with equal 
carefulness and candour.” 

After an introductory letter to 
his ** beloved brethren and friends,” 
stating the occasion of his writing ; 
the second letter considers “the na- 
ture and importance of positive in- 
stitutions.”? The third, specifies 
the several classes of Pedobaptists, 
and the points of debate respecting 
the mode of baptism.” 


‘*The first class, and that which 
embraces a considerable portion of 
the most enlightened a candid, 
grant that the word baptize, principally 
used to express the action of baptism, 
means in its primary and most obvious 
sense, immersion ; that John immersed, 
that Christ was immersed, and that all 
the primitive Christians tor more than 
thirteen hundred years, practised im- 
mersion, and that without exception of 
countries, whether cold or hot. But 
they maintain that sprinkling was 
practised at -an early period, “that 
the law of baptisni was not designed 
to be inflexible, but may be accom- 
modated to different customs and cli- 
mates.” 

** The second class of Pedobaptists 
maintain that Christ instituted baptism. 
But they say, that the word which he 
e:mployed to express this ceremony, is 
so various and obscure in its meaning, 
that nothing more can be learned from 
it, than that water isto be appiied in 
the name of the Trinity to a proper 
suyject, and by a proper administrator. 
But where, or how, or how much, or 
how little water is to be used, no one 
cin tell.” 

*« There is a third class of Pedobap- 
tists who maintain that daftizo means 
to sprinkle, and that Christ, and the 
apostles, and all the primitive churches 
generally baptized by sprinkling. “This 
class 1s now small, and itis believed 


continually lessening. The question 
between them and the Baptists is this: 
Whether they or we are right in giving 
a definition to the word employed to 
designate baptism.” pp. 10, 11. 


The answers to these several 
classes of Pedobaptists are given 
by Mr. Chapin in his subsequent 
letters. 

In his 10th letter, Mr. Chapin 
answers ‘objections to the forgo- 
ing reasons” in proof of immersion. 
We would gladly transcribe the 
whole of this letter did our limits 
permit, because we think it con- 
tains a fair and ample refutation of 
the arguments in fayour of sprink- 
ling, brought forward by several 
Pedobaptist writers, particularly 
in a late publication by Mr. Pond. 

In his reply to Mr. Judson’s ser- 
mon, he has undertaken to show 
that the words bapto and bapfizo 
mean to sprinkle as well as to wm- 
merse. Could this point be estab- 
lished, the controversy respecting 
the mode of baptism would be at an 
end; for although propriety and 
common usage would require us to 
adhere to the first and most obvi- 
ous meaning of a word, and there- 
fore, according to the concessions 
of Pedobaptists, justify immersion, 
rather than sprinkling, yet if ex- 
amples could be found in the sacred 
scriptures, or even in the ancient 
Greck writers, in which bapto and 
baptizo, are certainly and literally 
used to signify sprinkling or pouring, 
we will allow that sprinkling or 
pouring may be baptism. But until 
this be done, we consider our- 
selyes justified in maintaining that 
nothing but immersion, the literal 
and acknowledged import of the 
words, can be baptism. What then 
has been done by Mr. Pond? He 
has had a fair view of the case, and 
has doubtless selected out of the 
examples produced by the numer- 
ous class of Pedobaptist writers who 
have preceded him, those passages 
which afford the very best and most 
satisfactory argument in favour of 
sprinkling. 
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The first passage he has _ produ- 
ced for this purpose is Lev. xiv. 6. 
“As for the living bird, he (the 
priest) shall take it, and the cedar, 
wood, and the scarlet, and the hys- 
sop, and shall (bapset) tinge them 
in the blood of the bird that was 
killed.” Mr. Pond concludes that 
all these articles could not be im- 
mersed in the blood of one dead 
bird? p. 21. 


“This objection, says Mr. Chapin, is 
grounded on a mistake, It supposes, 
that the blood of the slain bird was pre- 
served by itself, and therefore could not 
receive the bulky sprinkler tormed of the 
several prescribed articles. But the 
fact was, the bird was slain in an 
earthen vessel, containing a consider- 
able quantity of running or living wa- 
ter. Into this water the blood fell and 
mixed, so that the quantity of this san- 
guineous liquid was abundantly suffi- 
cient to admit the sponge by dipping. 
See verse 5—‘*And the priest shall 
command that one of the birds be kill- 
ed in an earthen vessel over running 
or living water, which it contained. 
See also the 51st verse of this chapter. 
Indeed a little reflection will teach us 
that the blood of the slain bird, not be- 
ing more than a spoonful or two, could 
not alone wet a large sponge sufficiently 
to sfirinkle a person and a whole house 
seven times over. ‘Lhe word dapsei, 
therefore, in the above text, most cer- 
tainly means to dip, but not to pour, or 
sprmkle.” p, 31. 


The next passage produced by 
Mr. Pond, is Ezek. xxiii. 14, 15. 
“Exceeding in dyed attire upon their 
heads,” and concludes that dying 
cannot be synonymous with dip- 
pig. Let Mr. Pond attend to the 


tollowing passage from Mr. Chapin 
on this text. 


*‘ Here the word dyed, in the Septu- 
agint 1s, (farabapta,) hence some say, 
that this word means tu dye, as well as 
todip. But this objection will lose all 
its force, when we reflect that the an- 
cient “Greeks very frequently applied 
the word, in all its various forms, to the 
dyer’s art, so as to imply and refer only 
to its true natural signification, to dip.” 
Besides, the “Grecians made a differ- 
ence between dye and other colouring 
matter, ‘hus Plutarch distinguishes 
between chromata, and bammata, 
The latter word signifies onty that sort 


REVIEW OF MR. CHAPIN’S LETTERS. 131 


of colouring, into which any thing is dip - 
ped, according to the sense of the word.” 
See Gale’s reflections, p. 101, and 103. 
In the Hebrew of this verse the word 


translated dye, is 520, which Park- 


hurst says means to dip, immerge, to 
piunge, and to dye with a certain Cul- 
our, which is usually performed by di 
ping. See his Lexicon. The LXXx 
translated this word into the Greek 
word farabapta, which also signifies 
difficd. Hence if this word had been 
rendered in our English bibies, dipfed 
garment, the translation would have 
been literal and correct. In this case 
no one would have thought, that the 
passage countenances sprinkling, or 
pouring. I do not object to the present 
version. For the phrase, dyed gar- 
ments, involves the idea of dipping, be- 
cause cloth is dyed, not by sprinkling or 
pouring, but by dipping. This text 
then most certainly makes in our favour, 
but gives no support to those of a dil- 
ferent practice.” p. 31. 


Mr. Pond then brings forward 
Dan. v. 21, and 33, as a proof that 
bapto does not mean immersion. 


“We reply, says Mr. Chapin, that 
the werd here is without doubt used fig- 
uratively, and designed to express more 
emphatically the entire wetting, which 
Nebuchadnezzar should receive from 
the great dews of Chaldea, by saying, 
that he should lie in dew, and be cover- 
ed with it all over, as it he had been 
dipped.” p. 31. 


Would our readers be surprised 
should we assure them that the 
above are the only passages Mr. 
Pond has produced trom the old 
Testament, to prove that bapto and 
baptizo mean to sprinkle? Yet 
such is the fact. In a note under 


another head, it is true, he has re-. 


ferred to Isaiah lit. 15. ‘So shall 
he sprinkle many nations,” evident- 
ly intimating that sprinkling is the 
import of the original word. 


“ But the scholar, who will consult 
the original text, will at once Giscara 
this passage as affording any support to 
sprinkling. ‘The Hebrew word in this 
verse is 794, Which is rendered sprin- 


kle. But it literally means to increase, 
and by consequence, to make to rejoice, 
or to éxult. See Simonis’ Heb, Lex. 
‘The LXX transiated this word into thau- 
masontai, which signifies either to aston- 
ish or to cause to exult or rejoice. But 
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in no instance is it equivalent to sfrin- 
kle, as is known by ail who understand 
the Greek language.” p. 33, 


Has Mr. Pond then proved from 
any example in the old Testament 
that bapto means to springle? Has 
he not utterly failed of accomplish- 
ing his object? Mr. Chapin has 
that dapto and baptize occur 
in the Septuagini* twenty-one 
times, and in ajl of them, except 
one, it signifies wnmersion. That 
one is Isaiah xxi. 4. 


“But here, says he, the LXX have 
used the word daftise? without any au- 
thority trom the original text. “The He- 
brew word is *)yQ which according 
to Simonis, siguities to terrify, to fright- 
en exceedingiy ; and is well trans!ated 
in our bibles, ‘*fearfulness affrighted 
me.’ Bishop Lowth has also translat- 
ed it, “terrors have scared me.” 


Let us now see in the light of 
Mr. Chapin’s letters, how Mr. Pond 
zucceeds in producing examples 
irom the New Testament, in which 
bapto and baptize, mean to sprinkle. 
Heb. ix. 10. * Which stood only 
in meats and drinks and divers 
washings, and carnal ordinances.” 
Because there were various sprink- 
lings under the former dispensation, 
Mr. Pond seems very confident 
that the phrase, divers washings, 
(baptismois) must be used to de- 
note other modes of applying wa- 
ter, than a total immersion; that 
the Apostle must have referred to 
the sprinklings of the Jewish ritu- 
al. pp. 30, 31. 


“‘ The correct translation of the phrase, 
says Mr. Chapin, is divers immersiens, 
so Grotius, Whitby, and Mc’Knight 
understand it. Had it been so render- 
ed, no one would have thought that this 
text fayoured sprinkling.” 


After showing that the apostle 
might have included the various 
sprinklings in the clause, “carnal 
commandments,” Mr. Chapin pro- 
ceeds to mention some of the nu- 
merous and divers immersions re- 
quired by the law. 


* A Greek version of the Old Testament, so call- 
ed, because it was trausiated from the orignal He- 
brew by seventy persons, 
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“When defiled by the touch of a 
dead body, all manner of wooden ves- 
sels, all kinds of raiment, all skins, all 
sacks, and whatsoever vessel it be, in 
which any work was done, all must be 
baptized, or put into water, See Le- 
viuicus xi. 32. Birds, cedar wood, scar- 
let and hyssop, were to be dipped in 
blood and water. See Lev. xiv. 6, 
Various things taken in war with Gen- 
tile nations, and which would not abide 


“the fire, were to be put in, or made to 


pass through the water. See Numbers 
XXxXi. 23. Priests, lepers, and persons 
who were defiled by the touch of a bone, 
or a dead body, were to bathe or im- 
merse their bodies in water. See Lev, 
xiv. 8. Num. xix. 7 and 19. 

*‘Now these divers immersicns must 
occur very frequently. If the dead 
body of a weasel, or mouse, or tortoise, 
or ferret, or chameleon, or lizard, or 
snail, or mole, touched any vessel of 
wood, or raiment, or skin, or sack, and 
whatsoever vessel in which work was 
done, were all tobe immersed. When 
a person died in a tent, every thing and 

erson in it were rendered unclean. 
hoever in the confusion of battle, 
touched one that was slain with the 
sword, or a dead body of a man or beast, 
or even a bone ora grave, was unclean, 
and must bathe in water. In every 
conquest, a very large portion of their 
spoils must be made to pass through 
the water, or be dipped. See Lev. xi. 
30, 31, 32, and Num, xxxi. 21, 22, 23. 

‘““Lhus you see, my brethren, that un- 
der the law divers immersions must 
have happened very frequently, and 
they were administered for divers pur- 
poses. Well might the’ apostle say, 
that the ancient economy stood in divers 
immersions, and yet in this phrase have 
no reference to sprinkling. If, as our 
opponents say, the apostle meant to ex- 


PE the various sprinklings of the law 


y the words diafhorois bafitismois, 
translated, divers washings, why did 
he not in the subsequent parts of the 
chapter continue to employ the same 
word, when he spake of sprinkling? If 
this term would naturally express the 
idea ef sprinkling in one place, it would 
in another. But let us look over the 
chapter and see if he retained this word. 
See vers: 13, ‘For if the blood of 
bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an 
heifer, sprinkling rantizousa, not bafi- 
tizousa. Verse 19. Moses—sprinkled 
[errantize] both the book, &c. Verse 
21, ‘‘ Moreover he sprinkled errantize 
likewise with blood both the taberna- 
cle,” &c, His steady use of the word 
rantizo, to express sprinkling in this 
chapter, is strong proof that he well 
knew the word dc/fi/izo, meant some- 
thing quite different, viz. to immerse. 
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This latter word, Campbell says never 
means to sprinkle, either in sacred or 
classical writers.” pp. 32, 33. 


Mr. Pond relies much on Luke 
xi. 38, and Mark vii. 3, 4. Let us 
hear what Mr. Chapin has to say 
on these passages. 


** And when the Pharisee saw it, he 
marvelled, that he had not first wash- 


ed betore dinner.” ‘The original word | 


is ebafitisthe. It is not said in these 
words, what was baptized, whether 
the hand, or the entire body. It is sup- 
posed, however, by some, that the in- 
spired penman had particular refer- 
ence to the washing of hands, and that 
this passage is parallel to the one in 
Mark vin. 3, ** For the Pharisees, and 
all the Jews, except they wash their 
hands oft, eat not.” ‘The original is 
erhieot. that is, except they wash their 
hands up to the wrist, or elbow, they 
eat not.* ‘This mode of washing ;was 
performed most likely by first dipping 
their hands into the water. Of this 
opinion was Dr. Pocock. His words 
are these: ‘* The greatest and most 
notorious uncleanness of the hands 
reached but to the feresk, or the wrist, 
and was cleansed by immersing or dip- 

ing them up sohigh.” Dr. Hammond 
s of the same opinion, and determines 
this to be the sense of this passage. 
Says he, ‘*‘ Washing of any part, as 
the hands here, by the way of immer- 
sion in water, as that is opposed to af- 
fusion or pouring water on them.” See 
Gale, pp. 158, 159. 

Again, itis said that the washing 
performed by the Jews when they re- 
turned from market, was not a clean- 
sing of the whole body, but only a par- 
tial application of water. See Mark 
Vil. 4. 

{n reply to this, we observe, that the 
law of God required the Priests, when 
defiled, to bathe in water before they 
eat of the holy things. See Lev. xxii.6. 
**The soul, which hath touched any 
such, shall be unclean until even, and 
shall not eat of the holy things, unless 
he wash his flesh with water.” Now 
Is it not rational to suppose, that the 
common people in cleansing their bod- 
tes would follow the example of their 
religious teachers, and bathe their flesh 
in water? ‘Chat the more superstitious 
Jews did immerse their whole bodies 
when they returned from the market, 
is confirmed by the best critics, Vat- 
ablus, on this text, remarks, ‘ They 
(the Jews) washed themselves all over,” 

¥ See Gill on this passage. 


See Gale, p. 164. Grotius, in com- 
menting on this place, says, ‘They 
were more soliciious to cleanse them- 
seives trom the defilement they had 
contracted in the market, and there- 
fore they not only washed their hands, 
but immersed their whole bodies.” 
See him 1m loco. | 

But, after all, this text may have no 
reference to washing the bedy, or the 
hands, but to the things purchased in 
the markct. The verse reads thus, 
“ And when they come from the mar- 
ket, except they wash, they eat not.” 
The reader will observe, that the words, 
when they come, are not in the original, 
but supplied by the translators. ‘he 
sense would be good, to say, “ And 
provisions brought trom the market, 
except they wash, they eat not.” In 
support of this construction, the learn- 
ed Mr. Gale observes, “that all the 
versions in the Polyglot Bible, except 
Montanus’, and the vulgar Latin, to 
wit, the Syriac, Arabic, Ethiopic and 
Persic, all take the meaning to be, that 
the things, which they bought in the 
market were washed, before they could 
be eaten. See Gale, p. 167. 

Some suppose that the baptism of 
pots, cups, tables, and brazen vessels, 
was not performed by immersion, but 
by pouring and rubbiag. In reply, we 
remark, that all wooden vessels, which 
were defiled, were by the law of God 
to be put into water. See Lev. x. 32. 
l.arthen vessels, when defiled, were to 
be broken, and brazen ones were to be 
purified by fire. Now it is most prob- 
able that the Jews were not content to 
follow the directions, respecting earth- 
en and brazen vessels, but in cleansing 
them, they baptized them, or put them 
into water, as they did their wooden 
ones, and did not break the earthen, 
nor burn the brazen vessels; and so 
laid aside the command of God. Their 
tables were not three nor four footed, 


like ours at this day, but they were - 


couches, on which they leaned at their 
meals. And these couches, or tables, 
as they are called, were not washed by 
having water sprinkled or poured upon 
them, but by being put into water, as 
other clothes were washed.” pp.33, 34, 


We haye referred to the foregoing 
texts of scripture brought forward 
by Mr. Pond, simply, because sa 
much reliance seems to be placed 
upon them by himself and_ his 
friends, and because such clear and 
ample illustrations of them have 
been given by Mr. Chapin. It is 
not our professed object at present 
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to review the work of Mr. Pond, 
else several other passages would 
come under consideration. But as 
he had professed to bring examples 
wherein bapto and baptizo were 
used to signify fo sprinkle, we were 
anxious to let our readers see what 
those examples were. A few oth- 
ers are named from profane au- 
thors, but would our limits permit, 
we think we could show them to 
be equally insuiicient to answer 
his purpose. ‘Those who read Mr. 
Chapin’s letters, will be able to 
detect many other errors in Mr. 
Pond’s reply, and refute many oth- 
er arguments upon which he seems 
so confidently to depend.* 

It was our intention, before clos- 
ing this review, to notice the re- 
marks of Mr. Chapin upon the 
commission, Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. 
But our limits will not allow. 
They throw new and interesting 
bght upon the argument derived 
from it, in favour of our senti- 
ments. 

Mr. Chapin’s answer to those 
who justify the change of immer- 
sion into sprinkling, must be con- 


sidered satisfactory by all Protes- 
tant Christians. 

The household baptisms men- 
tioned in the New Testament, are 
examined with fairness by Mr. Chae 
pin, also the design of baptism and 
circumcision, and the difference be- 
tween the two. Mark x. 14. Suffer 
little children, &c. is illustrated in 
avery clear and happy manner; 
also, 1 Cor. vii. 12, 13, 14. “The 
unbelieving husband is sanctified, 
&c. and several other passages of 
scripture, particularly hom. xi. 16, 
24. The practical tendency of Pe- 
do-baptism is a subject to which we 
wish the Christian community to 
give theirserious attention. In his 
17th letter, Mr. Chapin has shown 
that it is unfavourable to the inter- 
ests of the church, and the promo- 
tion of individual piety. The last 
letter treats briefly on the argu- 
ment for our views of baptism de- 
rived from ecclesiastical history. 

The whole is executed in a man- 
ner which does honour to the head 
and heart of the writer. We rec- 
ommend it to all who desire te 
know and obey the truth. 


* Our references are made to Mr. Pond, second edition, pp. 165—35. 


Missionary Jutelligence. 


AMERICAN BAPTIST FOREIGN MISSION. 


TETTER FROM MRS. JUDSON TO HER 
FKIEND IN BOSTON, DATED 


Rangoon Mission House, Oct. 2,1818. 


Aly dear Mrs. B. 

I received your kind favour of 
November I!th, by the hand of 
Mrs. Wheelock, and sincerely thank 
you not only for that, but forsend- 
ing to us so interesting and valua- 
ble an addition to our mission. 
Though we have of late been cast 
down, we see we have not been 
forsaken. We feel our dear Chris- 
tian friends in America are still ene 
deavouring to hold up our feeble 


hands, not only by their prayers 
and kind exhortations, but by actu- 
ally sending us some of their choic- 
estnumber. Their arrival has giv- 
en a new spring to our feelings and 
exertions. T'o be again refreshed 
with Christian society and congenial 
souls, restores us in a manner to 
our native land and former enjoy- 
ments. We do indeed feel that if 
we were under a Christian goy- 
ernment, our prospects would be 
bright as day, and our happiness as 
great as could be enjoyed in this sin- 
ful world. We rejoice in the ar- 
rival of our dear friends. We re- 
joice in their interesting appear- 
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ance, their propriety and delicacy 
of conduct, their correct way of 
thinking, their fervent piety, and 
their right views of missionary em- 
ployment. We pray, and trust we 
shall be mutual blessings to each 
other, and that the Lord will now 
send prosperity. 
As Mr. Judson will write more 
articularly respecting the mission 
to Dr. Baldwin, I will turn your 
attention to another subject. Per- 
haps some account of the Bur- 
man religion, and their manner of 
worship, would notbe uninteresting. 
The Burmans have four days 
yn the month which they consider 
particularly sacred. ‘They are 
the change, the quarters, and the 
full of the moon. On these days 
their religion requires them to lay 
aside in part their secular employ- 
ments, to listen to the instructions 
left by Gaudama; and eat but once. 
There are very few however, who 
are strict in complying with these 
requirements, though they gener- 
elly go in crowds to worship at 
some pagoda. It is already known 
by the Christian world that the 
Burmans are atheists. ‘They have 
no idea of an eternally existing Be- 
ing, whose nature is entirely dif- 
ferent from that of creatures. 
Their Boodhs or transitory deities 
they consider as possessing all the 
powers and passions of human be- 
ings, but on conquering and subdu- 
ing them, they arrive at a state of 
perfection, which, agreeably to the 
course of things, makes them deser- 
ving of a deified state, which is 
non-existence. ‘Though they wor- 
ship much, their motives and ob- 
jects of worship are different -from 
other worshippers. Gaudama 
their last Boodh, has taught them 
that meritorious, or evil actions as 
certainly produce rewards or pun- 
ishments as the cart wheel follows 
the steps of the ox. ‘Thus to build 
a pagoda, a dwelling for priests, a 
habitation for travellers, respect- 
fully to listen to the instructions of 
Gaudama, and to make frequent 
offerings, will procure a reward 


without the interference of an 
agent. Or to kill a creature of 
any description, to steal, to drink 
spirits, &c. will in the same way 
procure punishment. When they 
pray, it is tono particular object, 
but simply to desire certain things 
while they reverentially remem- 
ber their last deity, or are in the 
presence of one of his images. 
From this it may readily be perceiv- 
ed that their religion is entirely 
selfish, and their affections have 
no share in the performance of 
their duties. ‘Though their code 
of moral laws is very excellent, it 
has no power over their feelings, 
it is not even sufficient to restrain 
them from committing the grossest 
of crimes. The country is full of 
pagodas, or rather monuments rais- 
ed to the memory of Gaudama. 
They are of a pyramidical form, 
made of brick and mortar, polish- 
ed and covered with gold leaf, en- 
tirely solid without the least aper- 
ture. One of the largest perhaps 
in the world is situated about two 
miles from us. The great road 
which leads to it, is lined on both 
sides with pagodas of various sizes, 
hence the road has obtained the 
name of pagoda road. 

To give an accurate description 
of this. noble edifice, requires an 
abler pen than mine, and perhaps 
a better description of its construc- 
tion and dimensions cannot be 
given than that which Colone! 
Symes has given of a similar one 
at Pegue. The beauty and varie- 
ty of its appendages, however, are 
far superior. After having ascend- 
ed the flight of steps, a large gate 
opens, when a wild fairy scene 
is abruptly presented to view. It 
resembles more the description we 
sometimes have in Novels of en- 
chanted castles, or ancient ab- 
beys in ruins, than any thing we 
ever meet with in real life. The 
ground is completely covered with 
a variety of ludicrous objects which 
meet the eye in every direction, 
interspersed with the banyan, co- 
coa nut, and toddy trees. licre 
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tr 


[July, 


ral, this delightfal country will one 
day be inhabited by the. friends of 


and there are large open buildings 
which contain huge images of Gau- 


dama, sometimes in a sitting, some- 
times in a sleeping position, sur- 
rounded by his priests and attend- 
ants in the act of worship, or list- 
ening to his instructions. Before 
him are erected small altars on 
which offerings of fruits, flowers, 
&c. are laid. Large images of el- 
ephants, lions, angels and demons, 


Jesus, and that houses will be rais- 
ed for his worship on the ruins of 
these idolatrous monuments. 
Affectionately and respectfully 
yours, N. JUDSON. 


LETTER FROM MR. JUDSON. 


- 
a 


together with a number of inde- 
scribable objects, ail assist in filling 
i up the picturesquescene. ‘To this 
hs pagoda, this monument of folly and 
superstition, the inhabitants of the 
} neighbouring towns and villages 
| resort once ina year. Itis consid- 
ered peculiarly meritorious to wor- 


[We present our readers with the foi- 
lowing extracts from the Rev. 
Aponikam Jupson’s Letter, dated 
Madrass, May 28, 1818, to the 
Corresp. Secretary of the Board. 

The circumstances and occasion of 
Mr. Judson’s undertaking a voy- 


ship at this pagoda; it is supposed 
to contain some sacred relick of 
Gaudama. ‘The ground on which 
this pagoda is situated, commands 
a view of the surrounding country, 
which presents one of the most de- 
hghtful landscapes innature. The 
polished spires of the pagodas, 
glistening among the trees at a dis- 
tance, appear like the steeples of 
meeting houses in our American 
sea-ports. ‘The verdant appear- 
ance of the country, the hills and 
valleys, rivers and ponds, the 
banks of which are covered with 
eattle, and fields of rice, each in 
their turn attract the eye and cause 
the beholder to exclaim, Was this 
delightful country made to be the 
residence of idolaters? Are those 
glittering spires which, in conse- 
quence of association of ideas, re- 
call to mind so many animating sen- 
sations, but the monuments of idol- 
atry ? O my dear madam! scenes 
like these, productive of sensations 
so various and so opposite, do not- 
withstanding fire the soul with an 
unconguerable desire to do some- 
thing to rescue this people from 
destruction, and lead them to the 
Rock thatis higher thanthey. We 
feel strongly encouraged to hope 
(though our present prospects are 
not very flattering) through the 
prayers and intercessions of our 
dear American friends, that this ru- 


age to Chitiagong. have been siat- 
ed ima former iwunber. Lt seems 
he expected to have arrived there in 
ten or twelve days. But such was 
the sta‘e of the winds. and the un- 
manageubleness of the ship, that 
they could not make the port, but 
were obliged to steer for the Coro< 
mandel coast. | 


‘“The ships destination,” says Mr, 
Judson, ‘“‘was changed on the 26th of 
January. We retraced our course fora 
few days,and then stood to the westward. 
It was with the most bitter feelings that 
I witnessed the entire failure of my un- 
dertaking, and saw the summits of the 
mountains of Arracan, the last indexes 
of my country, sinking in the horizon, 
and the ship stretching away to a dis- 
tant part of India, which I had no wish 
to visit, and where I had no object te 
obtain. It was, however, some mit- 
igation of my disappointment, that I 
should, in all probability, be able to re- 
turn to Rangoon, and resume my mis- 
sionary business much earlier, than if 
I had visited Chittagong. But even the 
consolation of this hope was not long al- 
lowed me. We had, indeed, a quick 
passage across the bay ; but, on draw- 
ing near the Coremandel coast, the 
wind and current combined to prevent 
our further progress, and at the ex- 
piration of another month, having for a 
long time subsisted on nothing scarcely 
but rice and water, and bemg now re- 
duced to very short allowance, we 
concluded to make sail for Masulipa- 
tam, a port north of Madras, which 
we doubted not we should be able to 
reach in a very few days. la this, 
again, ws were disappointed, 
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through the unmanageableness of the 
ship, or the mismanagement of the cap- 
tain, were detained at sea nearly anoth- 
er month. During this period, we were 
sometimes in great distress, deeming 
ourselves very fortunate, when able to 
get a bag of rice, or a few buckets of 
water from any native vessel which hap- 

ned to pass. Once we sent the long 

at to the shore, and obtained a consid- 
erable supply of water, which was a 
great relief. But of rice we could ob- 
tain no sufficient supply, and all other 
articles of provisioa were quite out of 
the question. 

Tire low state to which I was at length 
reduced, occasioned a partial return of 
the disorder of my head and eyes, to 
which I was subject two years ago, 
This, with other circumstances united, 
left me no other source of consoiation 
but resignation to the will of God, and 
an unreserved surrender of all to his 
care ; and praised be his name, [ found 
more consolation aad happiness in com- 
munion with God, and in the enjoyments 
of religion, than I had ever found, in 
more prosperous circumstances. 

Finilly, we did reach Masulipatam, 
and as there was no prospect, that sea- 
son, of reaching Madrass by sea, the 


only port on the coast where I could * 


hope to find a vessel bound to Rangoon, 
I was under the necessity of taking a 
journey by land—distance about three 
hundred miles. I accordingly hired a 
palanquin and bearers, and arrived 
herethe 8th of April My first aim 
was, of course, the beach, and my first 
inquiry, a vessel bound to Rangoon. 
But my chapter of disappointments was 
not yet finished. No vessel had sailed 
for Rangoorthis year, and such, it was 
understood, was the unsettled state of 
the Burman country, that none would 
probably venture for some time to come. 
Here I have remained ever since, 
under very trying circumstances, Have 
scarcely heard trom Rangoon, since I 
left, or been able to transmit any intelli- 
— thither, by a conveyance to be 
epended on. [tte weakness of my 
eyes prevents my application to study, 
or attempt at any exertion. Iam mak- 
ing nO progress in missionary work; I 
aim distressed by the app.dling recollec- 
tion of the various business which was 
pressing on me at Rangoon, and made 
me very reluctant to leawe home for the 
shortest time. Now, I have been de- 
tained twice as long as I anticipated, 
and have, withal, wholly failed in my 
undertaking.’ Waere, my rebellious 
heart is ready to cry, Where is the wis- 
doin of all this? But it is wise, though 
blindness cannot apprehend. Itis best, 
though unbelief is disposed to murmur. 
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Be still, my soul, and know that He is 
God. 


FROM THE SAME TO THE CORRESPOND 
ING SECAETARY, DATED 


Rangoon, Oct. 9, £818. 


My last was dated Madrass, May 
28, 1818. At that place I remained 
Waiting for a conveyance to Ran , 
until the 20th of July, when I took pas; 
sage on an English vessel, at one hun- 
dred and sixty-seven rupees. During 
my stay in Madrass, I experienced great 
kindness aud hosp.tality in the familics 
of the Rev. Mr. ‘hompson, chaplain ; 
and the Rev. Mr. Loveless, missionary ; 


and received such proofs of Christian - 


affection from many dear friends, as 
reudered parting with them very pain- 
tul, though my detention in Madrzss 
had, in other respects, been almost in- 
supportable. We anchored at the 
mouth of Rangoon river, on the 20th of 
August. ‘The next marging, when the 
pilot came on board, I was overwhelm- 
ed with the intelligence, that, on account 
of the dangerous situation of affairs, the 
mission had been broken up, and that 
Mr, Hough and family, and Mrs, Jud- 
son had taken passagefor Bengal, ‘To 
my great reliet, nowever, it was added, 
that, before the ship leit the river, Mrs, 
Judson’s reluctance to leave the place 
had so increased, as to force her back 
to the mission house alone ; and further, 
that the ship, being found unfit for sea, 
was still detained. On my arrival, I 
found that brother Hough was inclin- 
ed to pursue his original plan. His rea- 
sons, he will, doubtless, communicate 
tothe Board. Itis expected that the 
vessel will be ready for sea in abouta 
fortnight. 


‘The brethren Colman and Wheelock ~ 


and their wives, arrived tbe 19th of 
September, about six weeks after my 
return. We had, I can truly say, a 
most joyful meeting. You have never 
seen them, or it would be unnecessary 
to add, that they are four /ove/y persons, 
in every sense of the word, and appear 
to have much of an humble, prayertit 
spirit. Such being their interesting ap- 
pearance, we regret more deeply to 
find, that the health of the brethren is 
so feeble. They have both had a slight 
return af bleeding at the lungs, an old 
complaint to which they were subject 
in America, May the Lori gracious~ 
ly restore and prestrve them! 
A few days after their arrival, I in- 
troduced them iarto the presence of 
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viceroy. He received us with marked 
attention; which, however, must be 
ascribed to the influence of a handsome 
present, which went beforeus. Though 
surrounded with many officers, he sus- 
pended all business for a time, exam- 
ined the present, and condescended to 
make several inquiries, On being told, 
that the new teachers Gesired to take 
refuge in his glory, and remain in Ran- 
soon, he replied, Let them stay, let 
them stay: and let your wife bring 
iheir wives, that I may see them all, 
We then made our obeisance and re- 
tired. 

The examination which brother 
Hough sustained during my absence, 
and the persecution of the Roman Cath- 
olic padres, have made us teel more 
deeply than ever, the precarious situa- 
tion of this mission, and the necessity of 
proceeding with the utmost caution. 
It was only through the favour of the 
viceroy, that the padres were allowed 
to remain here, when they arrived from 
Ava, under sentepce of banishment. 
And it is only through his mediation, 
and the influence of iarge presents made 
to the king, that the order of banish- 
ment is reversed, if indeed it be rever- 
sed, a report not yet confirmed. One 
malicious intimation to the king, would 
occasion our banishment ; and banish- 
ment, as the Burmans tell us, is no 
small thing,—being attended with con- 
fiscation of all property, and such va- 
rious abuses, as would make us deem 
ourselves happy to escape with our 
lives. 

Such a situation may appear some- 
what alarming toa person accustomed 
tothe liberty and safety of a free gov- 
ernment. But, let us remember, that 
it has been the lot of the greater part of 
mankind to live under a despotic gov- 
ernment, devoid of all security for life 
or property a single moment. Let us 
remember, that the Son of God chose 
to become incarnate under the most un- 
principled and cruel despot that ever 
reigned. And, shall any dasciple of 
Christ refuse to do a little service for his 
Saviour, under a government where his 
>aviour weuld not have refused to live 
and die for his soul? God torbide Yet 
faith is sometimes weak—flesh and 
blood sometimes repine. QO, for grace 
to strengthen faith, to animate hope, 
to elevate affection, to embolden the 
soul, to enable us to look danger and 
death in the face ; still more, tobehold, 
without repining, those most dear to us, 
suffering fears and pains, which we 
would gladly have redoubled on our- 
selves, if it would exonerate them. 

We feel encouraged by the thought 
that many of the dear children of God 
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remember us at the mercy seat. To 
vour prayers I desire once more to com- 
mend myself, the weakest, the most 
ungualified, the most unworthy, and the 
most unsuccessful of all missionaries. 


We are pleased to observe in the Frfth 
Annual Report of the Baptist 
Board, from which the above 1s 
taken, the following paragraph 
relating to the establishment of a 


MISSION TO AFRICA. 


THE friends of human happiness will 
Le gratified in marking the decisive ten- 
dency of some great proceedings of the 
present auspicious period in favour of 
the abused and subjugated population 
ot the benighted landof Ham. ‘lo this 
country of debasement and misery, the 
Board have conceived it their duty to 
undertake a mission. ‘lwo coloured 
brethren of the Baptist church in Rich- 
mond, Va. they teel pleasure in an- 
nouncing to the public as suitable sub- 
jects of their patronage for this benign 
purpose. ‘These bretnren, it is expect- 
ed, will sail in the fall for the land of 
their forefathers, to publish the gospel 
of peace and salvation, promoting at the 
same time,thegreatand tnerciful designs 
of the American Colonization Society. 


From the table of Associations, 
inserted in the Report, we learn 
that there are in the Baptist con- 
nexion, 140  associations—2700 
churches—about 2000 ministers ; 
baptized the past year 9612 in 104 
associations; probably in all of them, 
near {30U0: returned,as per minutes 
of 131 associations 182,393: in all 
not less than 195,000, besides the 
large number of  unassociated 
churches. 


Besipves the 110 associations, may 
be mentioned the Suddatarian General 
Conference, having, as by the latest 
minutes of that body which have come 
to hand, 10 churches, 11 ministers, and 

-1934 members. There are also many 
unassociated churches in our country, 
and many who deviate in some less im- 
portant respects from those things 
which distinguish and characterize the 
main body ot the Baptists in the United 
States. The Kev Mr. Willey, Corres- 
poring Secretery of the Shattsbury As- 
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sociation, has furnished the following 
statement of those, of the description 
just referred to, in that quarter: 

“There are within the bounds of this 
association, and belonging to no other, 
ten Baptist churches of our faith and 
order, containing about785 members. | 
have taken considerable pains, and give 
the number nearly, if not quite accurate. 
Seven ordained ministers not on minutes. 
Also there are three Baptist churches 
called open or free communion, contain- 
ng 355 members, and fwo ministers. 
Also two seventh day Baptist churches, 
containing 250 members.” 

From this it should seem that a con- 
siderable aggregate of unassociated 
churches would be found in the United 
States, enough undoubtedly, to swell the 
main body of the denomination, united, 
generally speaking, in the same distin- 
guishing views, to considerably more 
than 200,009 members. 


DOMESTIC DEPARTMENT OF THE BOARD. 


LETTER FROM REV. J. M. PECK TO ONE 
OK THE EDITORS, DATED 


Mission Hause, St.Charles,*Af.19,1819. 


Rev. and dear brother, 

Your very welcome letter of No- 
vember 27th came to hard in due time. 
It would have met with ap earlier an- 
swer, had not my time been unusually 
employed. For the most of six months 
past I have been riding in the interior, 
trying to get into operation an infant 
missionary seciety formed in this terri- 
tory last fall; and lam happy to state 
that our expeotations are more than 
realized in the progress that has been 
made, About 12 mite societies aux- 
ihary, havé been raised up, three of 
which are in the Illinois, and the re- 
mainder are in the Missouri, and we 
hope for one ortwo more soon, Though 
most of these are on a small scale, and 
Cannot be expected to do great things 
at present, we hope they will grow to 
something by and by. ‘Three of these 
are female institutions, one of which is 
about 250 miles up the Missouri, in the 
town of Chariton, and on the very spot 
where the Indians resided in 1815—16. 
I believe this is the farthest west of 
anv in the United States. 

You are not to expect that missiona- 
ry efforts can move on here with the 
same delightful rapidity as in the old 
States. Every thing here must com- 

mence anew. With the exception of a 


* St. Charles is a very pleasant village situated on the north side of the Missouri river, about twenty 
miles north-west of St Louis, and about the sauce distance from thejuuction of the Missouri and Missisipp: 


vivers. 
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few individuals who have recently em- 

igrated from parts where the spirit of 

missions has been felt, most of the peo- 

ple are totally unacquainted with the 

object. In short, their minds must be 

cultivated before they are prepared to 

catch a single spark of the fire of mis- 

sionaries. Accustomed themselves to 
live without the pel, and having 
never enjoyed the Benehits of an educa- 

tion, even in the commen rudiments of 
learning, how is it expected they will 
feel for their fellow-men, who are gro-- 
ping in darkness. These remarks ap- 

ply to many who profess our holy reli- 

gion, but who, it is to be feared, are 
seldom governed by its influence. 

In my travels | have passed over 
most of the principal settlements de- 
signed to be embraced in the contem- 
plated State of Missouri, and as I went 
endeavoured to tell them the ‘* good 
news.” In many places there are 

ople associated, who call themselves 

ptists, who are formed into churche:. 
In all places religion is very low, scarce- 
ly the torm, much less the life and spir- 
it existing. There are a number of 
preachers, but it is a question if some 
of them do net more real injury than 
good. Some few there are, who, though 
sossessed of very little learniag, are 
faithful gaod men, whose lives are ex- 
emplary ; but this is not the case with 
ali. ‘To see families of chidren in rags 
or greasy skins for dress, growing up 
without the least acquaintance with 
God and divine things; without the 
advantages of a common school, but 
accustomed to idieness, swearing, 
drunkenness, and many other vices, 
froin the morning of life, is amongst the 
trials that a missionary Mest meet with 
in this land. ‘This is but a faint picture 
of many settlements interior. A change 
in some respect is about taking place, 
by the sale of public lands, and the rap- 
id influx of emigration; but these peo- 
ple must exist somewhere. Many wilt 
push farther interior, and thus the 
field for missionary Culture will enlarge. 
The state of things in St. Louis «is 
about as formeriy. Some more atten- 
tion has been excited amongst the 
blacks, and one or two instances of con- 
version have taken place. We have 
received an addition of eleven by le:ter 
to our church, all Africans. We have 
now two of these sable brethren, w!io 
can exhort and pray, which they are 
allowed to do amongst their own cui- 
our; and we hope with success. We 
have concluded to enlarge our sphere 
of effort, and consequently have made 
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gome important alterations in our ar- 
yangements ; a communication of which 
has been sent to the Board. 

Brother Welch continues in St. Lou- 
is, to take charge of affairs there, while 
I have removed to St. Charles, where 
it is expected we shall fix something 
like a permanent residence for some 
time to come, 

Rev. Mr. Craig, a worthy, active 
brother of the right stamp, settled here 
last winter, opeved a school, and soon 
after, the St. Charles church was con- 
stituted. With him we have formed a 
connexion in the schoo! business, with a 
view to estabiish a respectable semina- 
ry and boarfling school. We think that 
ultimately this will very much lessen 
the expense of the mission, and great- 
ly promote the grand object before us. 
‘The field for missionary labour is on 
every side of us. Within a day’s ride 
are a nuinber of destitute settlements, 
that pressingly call upon us to ‘* come 
over and help them,” 

St. Charles is a flourishing, healthy 
village, and exceedingly weil situated 
for an Academy. A meeting has been 
opened for the blacks here, and the 
first evening, a ringleader amongst 
them in wickedness was struck under 
heavy conviction, and in a few days 
gave evidence of a gracious change. A 
week ago yesterday, Brother Craig 
baptized him in the Missouri, I believe 


this wae the first time this solemn ordi. 


nance was ever performed in the Mis- 
souri, though it has been in some of its 
tributary streams; Certainly it was the 
iirst instance in St. Charles, 

The comversion of this old sinner, and 
his baptism, have had a most serious 
effect on the munds of the Africans. 
Some are known to be under solemn 
exercise of mind, and the meetings for 
them are crowded, and very interest- 
mg. Last night I had a serious time 
with them. Soezger did they appear 
to catch the sound from the speaker’s 
lips, that a pin might have been heard 
to fall. What will be the result of this, 
I am not prepared to say. It is hoped 
that one or two whites are under some 
exercise. “QO pray for us, that the 
word of the Lord may have free course 
and be glorified. 

There is some little attention, and 
pretty solemn meetings on the Femme 
Osage, 25 miles above St. Charles, 
where Brother Craig has preached, 
and where he has baptized one person 
the past winter. Four or five more are 
waiting to go down inio the water, 

Yesterday I opened a Sunday school 
in St. Charles for children. A few 
Presbyterians have also established one 
for the blacks, A Enble Society, aux- 


iliary to the American Bible Society, 
was formed in St. Louis last December, 
and another in St, Charles in January, 
They are likely to prosper. The Bi- 
bles you so obligingly sent, have sately 
arrived—-We have also received pack- 
ages trom other sources ; but they were 
all waated, 


Yours with respect, 
J.M. PECK. 


DOMESTIC MISSION. 


MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF MASSACHUSETTS. | 


On Wednesday, 26th ult.this Society 
held their 17th Anniversary in the First 
Baptist Meeting-House, in Back-Street. 

An interesting and appropriate dis- 
course was delivered at the opening of 


the meeting, by Rev. GEORGE KEK-_ 


LY, pastor of the Baptist Church at 
Haverhill. ‘The Reportof the Trustees 
was read by Rev. Mr. Winchell, (the 
Secretary having been obliged to be ab- 
sent on a journey. for his health.) An 
abstract of this Report is now laid bes 
fore our readers 
After the Report was read— 


On motion by the Rev. Mr. Jacobs, ° 


seconded by the Rev. Mr. Nelson, it was 

Resolved, unanimously, that the Re- 
port be accepted. 

The Treasurer then presented his 
account for the current year,from which 
it appeared that more than one thou- 
sand dollars had been received by sub- 
scriptions and donations, besides about 
1000 dollars from the bequest of Miss 
late of Hartford, Con. designed 
to aid the translation of the Scrip ures 
into the languages of the East. On a 
motion by the Rev. N.W. Williams, sec- 
ouded by the Rev. J. Grafton, it was 

Resoived, unanimously, that the Re- 
port be accepted, 

On a motion by the Rev: Mr. Going, 
seconded by the Rev. Mr. Train, it was 

Resolved, wnanimously, that the 
th:.nks of the Society be presented to 
those benevolent individuals and socie- 
ties, who have contributed to the aid of 
the funds of this institution during the 
past year. 

It was also voted, unanimously, that 
the thanks of the Society be pre to 
the Secrctary and Treasurer, for their 
faithful services during the year. 

Each of the gentlemen who moved, 
and also those wno seconded the above 
resolutions, accompanied them with in- 
teresting remarks, calculated to in- 
crease and perpetuate the Missionary 
efforts of all the friends of the Institution. 


{July, 
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One remark, in particular, made by 
the Rev. Mr. Gratton, Vice President 
of the Society, seemed greatly to ani- 
mate the hearts of the assembly, viz. 
that this Society, which was able to raise 
only about 150 dollars the first year of 
its formation, had afforded since that 
time by the labours of its Missionaries, 
the amount of about 40 years preaching, 

‘The Officers chosen for the ensuing 
year, were as follow ; 


Rev. Dr. BALDWIN, President. 
* JOSEPH GRAFTON, V. Pres. 
DANIEL SHARP, Secretary. 
ENSIGN LINCOLN, 7Zreasurer. 


TRUSTEES. 

Rev. E. Williams, D. Benedict, 
Bolles, W. Gammell, 
S. Gano, Charles T'rain, 
Wm. Collier, Bela Jacobs, 
JM. Winchell, J.C. Ransford, 
V.W. Williams, J. Loring, 
E. Nelson, H. Lincoln, 


Nelson, LL. Farwell. 

Inthe evening an appropriate dis- 
course was delivered by the Rev, Mr. 
Going, and a collection taken to aid the 
fundsof the Society amounting to$48,42, 

All the services of the occasion were 
highly interesting toa large and respec- 
table audience. 


ABSTRACT OF THE REPORT OF THE TRUS- 
TEES OF THE BAPTIST MISSIONARY S9- 
CLETY OF MASSACHUSETTS, MAY, 1519, 


Dear Brethren, 

BEFORE we submit to you any ex- 
tracts trom the letters of our Mission- 
aries, it may be proper to remark, that 
we have little which is interesting to 
communicate, because the most impor- 
tant facts contained in their journals, 
have been already published im the 
American Baptist Magazine. We will, 
however, give you some general view 
of the operations of the Board, and of 


the different fields of Jabour in which 


your missionaries have been eugaged. 
Rev. Henry Kendal! has laboured for 
three months in the District of Maine. 
He represents the region he visited to 
be ina very low and gloomy state. “J 
humbly hope, says he, that I have not 
laboured in vain, In several places, 
some have gladly received the word, 
and have been baptized. ‘hese still 
Continue stedtast in the faith. I have 
assisted in organizing two female mis- 
sionary societies, one in Harpswell, and 
another in Litchfield. ‘The brethren 
express much gratitude to your Society, 
and hope still to be remembered by 
them.” He adds, “Since the above was 
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written, Ihave been called to preach 


before three fermale Mite Societies, and - 


collected generous contributions trom 
each of the assemblies in.aid of the 
Foreign Mission.” 

Rey. Timothy Hodsdon has laboured 
three months in the towns of Bangor, 
Hampden, Penobscot, Nobleboro, 
Frakfort, Brewer, Orrington, bucksport, 
Stetson, Levant, Dixmont, and Bow- 
doinnam. He invariably met with a 
weicome reception; and expresses a 
hope that m some of these places the 
word was made profitable to the 
ple, “being mixed with faith.” 

Rev. Nehemiah Lamb has been ap- 


pointed by the Board for six months, to. | 


preach in the westerly partsof the State 
of New-York. 


After Mr. Lamb had passed twa. 


days in travelling through a dreary, 
uninhabited wilderness, he found bim- 
self on the shore of Lake Ontario, 
where he met with a kind reception 
from a,Christian “On the 
bath, he says, I preached three times, 
and the congregation was very atten- 
tive. At the close of the last meeting, 
five brethren remained to converse with 
me. I asked them whether they did 
not think it was their duty to unite to- 
gether as a Church of Christ? ‘hey 
answered in the affirmative, and ap- 
pointed their first meeting pee aratory 
to this important step,” ‘is Freeman 
settlement, he observes, I wus kinid- 
ly received. The brethren thanked 
the Lord that he had put it into your 

a at liberty in preaching Christ ta 
Ibelieve the Holy Spirit took 
of the things of Christ, and shewed them 
unto me, and enabled me to bring from 
the rich treasure of his word things new 
andold. I believe I was enabled to 
strengthen the s>uis of the disciples, and 
to shut the mouths of gainsayers. On 
the first of July 1 rode in company to 
Shelby. Here we found a few scatter- 
ed sheep in the wildcrness ; it was aston- 
ishing to see people flocking out of the 
woods in droves to attend this appoint- 
ment. Elder Irons preached, and five 
came forward, and were received as 
candidates for baptism. We then 
paired tothe water side, I delivered 
a short address on the occasion, and 
Elder Dutcher buried the candidates 
by baptism. There appeared evicent 
tokens that the work was not at an end. 
I expect there will be a Church soon 
organized in this place.” 

t appears from the journal of broth- 
er Lamb, that he confined his labours 
in a great measure to new settle- 
ments, where the people are poor and 
thinly scattered, € rejoice with him 
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in the success of his attempts to bring 
these ** sheep of the wilderness into one 
fold.” We hope in every place, where 
there are a few who give evidence of 
having passed trom death unto life, that 
our Missionaries will assist in embody- 
ing them as a Church, and encourage 
them to meet together for prayer, and 
reading the scriptures when they have 
no public teacher, 

It must have afforded Mr. Lamb 
much satisfaction, when, on his return 
to Brighton, he was informed that he 
was the means of directing the atten- 
tion of several pious persons to the im- 
portance and desirableness of forming 
themselves intu a church, and tbat a 
council was to meet on the subject the 
next day. He speaks of the solemnities 
of this occasion as particularly interest- 
ing; but as the services connected with 
the Constitution of this church have 
been already recorded in the Maga- 
zine, we need aot repeat them here. 

Rev. Samuel Churchill has spent six 
months under the patronage of the 
Board, in the south-westerly parts of 
New-York State ; and in Susquehan- 
rah and Wayne counties, Pennsylva- 
mia. Some extracts from his journal 
we think will be highly satisfactory tothe 
Society. He thus writes, * I have visit- 
ed families, schools, persons confined in 
prisons, and the sick. I have encour- 
aged the formation of benevolent soci- 
eties; aml in several piaces have found 
such societies in operation. I am still 
employed in doing the work of an evan- 
gelist ; and have reason to believe that 
my labours have not been altogether 
im vain. But I need much more wis- 
dom, prudence, piety and zeal. Pray 
for me.—Many have expressed their 
thanks to the Society, and some have 
proved their gratitude by contributing 
to its funds. Faas six Lord’s days at 
Smithville, (x. y.) and received twen- 
ty-four dollars. At this place frequent- 
ly more attend meeting than their place 
of worship could contain. At Clark’s 
settlement in Lisle, where I spent some 
tume, several persons have lately mani- 
fested a hope of their adoption. ‘Their 
neighbours behold the glorious change, 
and the righteous are giad. In Decem- 
ber last, I became acquainted with a 
man, who dates his conversion since he 
was fifty years of age. He had been 
notoriously lense and immoral; but for 
some years has been greatly altered. 
He had kept a Bible in his chest for 
30 years withoyt using it, or knowing 
its value ; but after his conversion, he 
betook himseif to this long neglected 
treasure, which he tound to be cf more 
value than thousands of silver and gold ; 
and sweeter then honey, and the lon- 
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ey comb. His Bible had never been 
soiled ; the print was large and fair ; 
but for want of more education, he was 
at first under the necessity of spelling 
the words; but his love for the truth 
soon overcame every difficulty, so that 
he can now read the sacred volume 
with ease. 

Rev. Jonathan Stone has completed a 
Missiona:y tour of six months, chiefly 
in Pennsylvania. He has also had anoth- 
er appointment from the Board for 
three months. 

You wiil be able to form some esti- 
mate of the nature and extent of his ta- 
bours from his own letter. He remarks, 
‘“« The greatest part of my time in this 
Mission has been spent in Bradford 
County, Pennsylvania. I commenced 
in Springfield, and from thence I went 
to Canton, where the Lord has begun 
a good work, A church has been con- 
stituted in this place, Consisting of 37 
members: One old man more than 74 
years of age, has been added since. I 
baptized on the 20th of September last. 
At Burlington I preached several times, 
baptized one, and broke bread to the 
church. I received from the church 
a donation of ten dollars to the Society, 
and $1,124 by contribution.” Mr. Stone 
states that in a place called Gloomy 
Forest, within this settlement, one ser- 
mon only had ever been preached, 
though it had been inhabited three or 
four years. It is pleasing to learn, 
however, that in this dark and desolate 
place, entirely destitute of preaching, 
the pious people assemble together on the 
Lord’s day for reading the scriptures and 
prayer. Previous to the visit of our 
Missionary brother, two persons had 
just obtained a hope in Christ. ‘This 
people expressed much gratitude to 
the Missionary Society, and earnestly 
requested Mr. Stone to visit them again. 

He closes his communication by obser- 
ving, ‘* While endeavouring to perform 
the duties incumbent on me in this 
mission, I have in many instances sut- 
fered the hardships and inconvenien- 
cies attendant on travelling through new 
countries. I have had to journey 
through muddy and rough roads, and 


-deep snows. I have been exposed to 


the extremes of scorching heat, and in- 
ters cold, which the delicacy of my 
constitution renders very distressing. 
I have, however, great reason to ac- 
knowledge the goodness of God, in that 
I have been every where kindly receiv- 
ed, hospitably entertained, and atten- 
tively heard; and I hope that my la- 
bours have not been in vain, though 
performed in much weakness. I have 
travelled 1282 miles, preached 163 


times, baptized 22, attended with six 
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different churches at their covenant 
meetings, and administered the Lord’s 
supper six times.” 

Rev. David A. Balcom has perform- 
ed a mission of three months, under 
the patronage of the Board. In attend- 
ing to the objects of his appointment, 
he visited several destitute sections of 
the country in New-York, Pennsylvania 
and Virginia. At Elmyra, he sys, “I 
determined to make a stand, for the 
purpose of forming Mission Seeieties. 
From the nature ot my instructions, I 
concluded that I should thas be aecep- 
tably employed. Accordingly, I have 
spent a considerable part of my time in 
forming Female Mission Societies with- 
in the bounds of the Chemung Associa- 
tion. Little had been done before in 
the cause of Missions; but I have the 
pleasure to say that the state of things 
is now widely different. In my excur- 
sions among the people, I had the hap- 
piness of seeing a missionary spirit 
diffusing itself into every heart. The 
country 1s mostly new, and many of the 
inhabitants are poor; an association of 
females for the support ot Missions, 
must therefore be an interesting cir- 
cumstance. I have, however, had the 
gratification to see many of these Soci- 
eties formed. In one instance, at the 
Close of a public meeting, without any 
previous intimation of my design, the 
subject was offered to the consideration 
of the females present ; and marvellous 
as it may appear, every female pres- 
ent rose to express a wish to become 
members of a Mission Seciety. A So- 
ciety was formed on the spot. I think 
that on a moderate calculation, the 
funds which will be raised by the fe- 
male Societies taat are formed within 
the bounds of the Chemung Association 
will be sufficient to support one Mis- 
sionary constantly.” 

Rey. George Evans has been appoint- 
ed as a Missionary for six montis; to 
continue his labours in the State of Ohio. 
As the letters of this pious and indefat- 
igable servant of Christ have been pub- 
lished in the Magazine, we deem it un- 
necessary to repeat them. The zeal- 
ous and persevering measures which 
Mr. Evans has pursued to awaken a 
missionary spirit, has received our 
most cordial approbation ; and the suc- 
gess which has accompanied his mea- 
sures lays us under fresh obligations of 
gratitude to God, 

Rev. Jesse Hartwell was appointed 
en a mission for one year. He com- 
menced his journey to the westward on 
the 14th of last September. We can- 

not give you a view of his services in a 
mere interesting form, than in his own 
language. He remarks, “ I laboured 
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daily with much pleasure while pass- 
ing through New-York and Pennsylva- 
nia; and apparently my preaching at- 
forded pleasure to those who heard. 
Our souls were made to rejoice togeth-. 


er in love and union; and ina number 


of places many appeared to be under 
a deep conviction of the evil of sin. I 
had the pleasure of baptizing several in 
Pennsylvania, and of giving fellowship 
to a church. About the first of No- 
vember I entered the Ohio State. 
Here is a wide field for gospel labour. 
I saw to my great joy much im- 
provement in the religious societies 
since I visited them about i8 months 
ago; and I find many tokens that my 
former services were nct in vain. [ 
have preached as much as ten times a 
week, for 18 weeks past, and have 
many more calls than I can attend. I 
arrived in Huron County in December. 
On my arrival, I neard of a special atien- 
tion to religion among the Wyancott 
nation of Indians at upper Sandusky, 
and understanding that a meeting was 
appointed to be hetd at Christmas, and 
to continue two days, my inclination 
to visit them was so great, that 1 set 
out, accompanied by a brother Calvin. 

We arrived at the Indian settlement 
and council house, December 26, and 
found about 150 Indians ccllected. Et- 
der George, from the Baptist Fcreign 
Mission Society, was preaching to them 
through the medium of Mr. Walker, as 
an interpreter, ‘The Indians were 
very attentive, and many appeared 
solemn. The meeting continued alt 
night, as it had done the night before. 
In the course of this night many ad- 
dresses were delivered to them by el- 
der George, brother Calvin, and my- 
self, by the help of a negro man who 
wasourinterpreter. About 20 Indians, 
ameng whom were several chiefs and 
queens, came torward with solemnity, 
and told their feelings and thoughts ot 
the Christian religion, with their reso- 


_ lation to seek the good Spirit. They 


desired tarther wstruction ia the goud 


way. Indeed, brethren, it wasa sol-. 


emn and oo sight to behoid 100 
savage Indians on their knees at prayer, 
while one ef us was addressing the 
Father of mercies on their behalf. [ 
tarried with them about 26hours. Mr. 
George and myself both preached to 
them on the Sabbath, by the help of 
Mr. Waiker.” 


Our worthy Missionary states many 


other interesting facts concerning this 
interview with the Indians, but it would 
swell our Keport to an improper size, 
were we to insert the whole of his cem- 
munication. He informs us at the close 
of his letter, that he has been engaged 
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in Missionary service on this tour nine- 
teen weeks, has attended 171 public 
meetings for worship, has assisted in 
the constitution of two churches, bap- 
tized eight persons, administered the 
Lord’s supper three times, ard travel- 
led 1070 miles. 

Besides the above, other Missionaries 
have been appointed by the Board. 
From some ot them we have received 
no returns—the letters of others have 
already been inserted in the periodical 
work issued by the Board, and a few 
individuals have not seen it their duty 
to accept of their appointment. Others 
have been appomted, whose term ot 
service added together amounts to more 
than two and a half years’ preaching. 

Dear brethren, if we had any appre- 
hensions, that in the multiplicity of 
charitable institutions which solicit your 
aid, you were likely to forget this; we 
would expatiate on the many happy 
effects which have already crowned 
your benevolent exertions; we would 
convey you in imagimation te some of the 
Jonely habitations in the wilderness, and 
there you should see the countenance 


{July, 
af the poor cottager Deaming with de- 
light at the sight of a Missionary of the 
Cross; there you should see the tears 
of gratitude oe the earnest 
request, ‘* Do tell the Baptist Missiona- 
ry Society af Massachusetts, that we 
feel as if we could never thank them 
enough for their kindness in sending to 
us the gospel of Christ ; and there you 
should hear the blessings of many who 
were ready to perish, pronounced on 
you, and on every member of this Soci- 
ety. We would appeal to your human. 
ity, and to your religion. But we have © 
no such apprehensions. We therefore 
resign our ‘‘ trust” into your hands, con- 
fidently believing that your attachment 
to the interests of this Society will con- 
tinue, and hoping that your exertions 
tais year, wili be as the lJast, and much 
more abundant. Beloved brethren, be 
ye stedfast, unmoveable, always aboun- 
ding in the work of the Lord, foras- 
much: as ye Know that your labour is 
not in vain in the Lord. 


In behalf of the Trustees, 
DANIEL SHARP, See’ry. 


—— 


mount of Monies received by the Treasurer of the Baptist Missionary Soci- 
ety of Massachusetts, from July 1, 1018, to July 1, 1818. 


1818. 


Aug. 26. By eash collected after a missionary 
sermon at Middleboro’, by Mr. 


Kimball, - + §,20 
do. from Mrs. George Shaw, Middle- 

do. a friend, do. 1,00 


do. from female friend to missions, 
Wrentham, - - - - 1,00 
27. do.froaafriendin Hingham - - 5,00 
Sept. 7. do. from two females in the first Bap- 
= Church, Boston, pr. Mr. Win- 

cheli, - - 
12. do. froma friend, pr. Eld. Bently, - 2.00 
do. from mission box at Nahant, - 7,33 
16. do. from Rowley Female Society, - 16,16 


(lo. Weare Female Society, + 12,35 
do. Nottingham West do. - 15,00 
do. Salem Fem. Cent Society, - 63,13 
do. Beverly Fem. Mite Society, 26,32 
do. Wenham Fem. Mite Soc. + 3,50 
do. Female Benevolent Socie- 


ty of Cambridge Port and vicinity, 36,00 
do. Female Mite Society, Maiden, - 30,00 
do. Westboro’ Female Mite Socicty, 5,38 
24, dv. donation from Isaac Hobart, 
Dennysville, - 9,33 
25. do. from Sisters in Randolph Baytist 
Chureh, 
Oct. 2. do. from Oxford Female Missionary 
Society, - - « 2,50 
do. from Samuel Appleton, pr. Dr. 
Baldwin, - - 5,09 
do. Mr. P. Piisbury, - - - 1,00 
6. do. from Female Benevolent Society 


of Newton and vicinity, = - - 64,39 
Nov. 17. By cash from Randolph Church and 
Society, by Dr. Baidwin, = = 12,02 


do. from Mount Desert Baptist Fe- 

male Mite Society, for missiona- 
co. John Thomas, jr. Eden, - - 1,90 

13. do. collected in mission box, at Mr. 
Biood’s, Poston, - - - 6,01 

Dec. 1¢, do. from Winchendon and Roya’ston 
Baptist Female Society, - 10.99 


1819. 
Jan. 12. Bycashfromafriend, - - - 3,00 
25. do. from Mr. Woodward,pr.Mr. Davis, 3,00 
do. Boston Cent Society,by Miss Webb,5,73 
Feb. 23. do. from a femaie friend of missions, 
by Dr. Baldwin, - - - 5,00 
26. do.from Mr. Paul Roberts, - - = ,50 
do. from Mr. Lewis Hearsey, Boston, 5,00 
Mar. 17. By cash of G. Goodwin, jr.im part of 
Miss D. Bull's legacy for transla- 
tions of the Scriptures, - 1000,00 
By cash from Female Mite Society, 
Attléboro’", - «+ «+ 24,83 
do. collection in the church, do. = - 3,11 
do. from Baptist Church and Socie- 
ty, Barnstable, - - - « 
do. from Mr. Newman, Providence, 
do. from Mr. Andrew Cole, Middle- 
do. from Nathan Alden, Bridgewater, 0,558 
do. from Elder S. Coombs, - - 1,00 
29. do. from Mrs. Sparrowhawk, - - 1,00 
May 6. do. from Sisters in New Ipswich, pr. 
Mr. Parkhurst, - - - = 3,56 
10. do. from Mr. Oaks Perry, - - 1,00 
20. do.from Dea. P.Snow, - - «+ 2,00 
27. do. from 2d Baptist Church an 
Society, Boston, viz. 
Thomes Baldwin; - - 3,00 


Amos Bryant, - 2,00 
Z. Hayden, 200 
Samuel Beal, - - - 2,00 
William Boynton, - 5,00 


J.C. Ransford, 
Jacob Hiler, 
Heman Lincoln, 
‘Thomas Badger, 
Ebenezer Oliver, 
Elijah Mears, - 
Jonathan Careleton, 
Edmund Winchester, 
Simpson Clark, - 
Lemuel Porter, - 
Robert Fennelly, - 
Josiah Marshall, 


4,00 


> 


itn 
» 
his 
‘ 
ia 


‘May 


Thomas Edmands, - 
Jones, 
Edmund Capen, - 
Ebenezer Clough, - 
Benjamin Shurtleff, 
Matthias Crocker, - 


Calvin Haven 
Nathaniel H. Stevenson, 
Reuben Reed, 

Thomas French, 


Lewis Casweil, 

J. F. Low, e 

Peter Ripley, 

Isaiah Rider, 

Chamberlin, 
Asa Lewis, - 
Samuel Tomms, 
John Ripley, - 
Lewis Jones, - 
Benjamin Kimball, 
William M. S. Doyle, 
Lydia Cook, @ 
Simon Blanchard, - 
Samuel Bell, - - 
Boardman Willi 
Sally R. Gibson, 
Lacy Dimon, - 
Fdward Smith, 
Rebert Wilson, 
Mary Blanchard, 
Jane Cargill, - 
Eliza Greeley, 
Bethiah Ditson, 
Sally Ditson, 
Patty Upham, 
Amos Spaulding, 
Venus Manning, 
Francis Davis, 
Susanna Fuller, 
Elizabeth Cheever, 
Thankful Wheeler, 

do. coliscted in Mission box ke 
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by Mrs. Hill and Miss Cailend«y, 10,00 


do. from Boston Cent Soc, pr. Miss 


37. do. of Rev. Isaac Kimball, - 


1,00 


do. from 3d Baptist Charch and 


Society, Boston, viz. 
E. Linealn, - 
Ward Jackson, 
Thomas Howe, 
A. T. Penniman, 
Sullman Lothrop, 
G. L. Freeman, 
N. R, Cobb, 
Win. Graves, 
John Richards, 
Aaron Hayden, 
A. H. Quincey, 
‘Thomas Kendall, 
Peter Stephenson, 
John Jones, - - 
W. N. Bradstreet, 
John Francis, - 
Joseph Woodcock, 
Phihp R. Ridgeway, 
‘Thomas Hiller, - 
Perez Gill, - - 
John Morrison, - 
Amos Sumner, - 
John Tuckerman, - 
Ichabod Macomber, 
Equality Westen, - 
Collection, 
do. from. Salem Baptist Chu 
and Society, viz. 
Lucius Bolles, 
Stephen Webb, =f 
Michael 
Michael Webb, | 
Stephen W. Shepard, 
James Perkins, 
Jonathan M. Farnham 
dohn Smith, - 
Jobn Moriarty, - 
Jabez - 
Pyam Dodge, Capt. 
David Moor, Capt. 
Joseph Farnham, - 
Benjamin Blanchard, 


VoL. if. 


* 6 64.663 


May 27. J.C.Wery, - - - + 1,00 
George West, 
Joshua Upham, - - -_ 1,00 
Rufus Lamson, - 1,00 
Jonathan Webb,Dr. - - 1,00 
Daniel Rugg, - - - 1,90 
Stephen Mirrick, - - - 1,00 
G. Bowditch, 1,00 
Benjamin Cheever, 1,00 
Thomas Doy}, 90 
Joseph Thwing, - - - 1,00 
Edmond Wait, - - ~- , 1,00 
Temple Hardy, - - -_ 1,00 
George Pierce,Capt. - - 1,00 
Mrs. Sarah Webb, - - - ~~ 1,00 
Mrs. Elisabeth Felt, - - 1,00 
Mrs. Susan Williams, - ~- 1,00 
Mrs. Louis Holman, - - 41,00 
Mrs. Abigail Cheever, - - 1,00 
Mrs. Marcia Mansfield, - + 1,00 
Miss MaryHunt, - - -_ 1,00 
Miss Hannah P. Putnam, - 50 
Mrs. Sarah Russell, - - 1,00 
Miss Betsey Marble, ee “Ee 
Miss Mary Oshorn, - - 1,00 
Miss Abigail Knapp, 
do. from Lynn Baptist Female 
Cent Society, by Miss Hetty 
Rachellor - - - 44,00 
do. frem Mission box, kept by 
Mrs, Raymond, and Hum- 
phrey, by Mr. Collier, - 7,22 
do. Charleston Fem. Bap. Miss. 
Society, pr. Mr. Coliter, - 28,47 
from sundry friends in 
Charlestown, pr. Mr Collier, 2,30 
do. Rev. Benjamin C. Grafton, 1,00 
To ir. - 1,00 
F.Williams, - - 1,00 
8S. S. Nelson, - - - 1,00 
Wm. Gammell, - - 1,00 
Bela Jacobs, 
N. W. Wilhams, - - 1,006 


dy. collection at Ist Bap. Mect- 
ing house in Boston, after 
Missionary sermon, . - 48,12 
do. avails of two pair of earrings, 
receaved with the collec- 


ion in Boston, - = - - 1,00 

June 1. do. of William Badger, - - 1,09 
5, do. from dea. Levi Farwell, 

do. from Mrs. Prudence Far- 

well,do - 65,00 

do. from NathanAlden,Bridge- —1,00 

water, - - 1,00 

11 do. from Mr. Kent, Danvers, - —.2,09 


17 from Barnstabie Female Cent 
Society, pr. Mr. Peak - 12,00 
do. from FemaleFriend, Marsh- 
Geld,.2© © SQ@ 
do. interest on notes and stock, 90,v¢ 


June25. do.JamesLoring, - - 5,00 
$2050, 
do. from the Publishers of the 
American Baptist Maga- 
‘Zwe, being fits 
fromthe work, - - - 500,00 
$2550, 


At a meeting of the Society, May 25, 
1819, it was That the cordiad 
thanks of the Missionary Society be pre- 
sented to the various individuals and soci- 
eties who have contributed to the funds. 


E Rey. George Evans, on his mission 
in Ohio, received for the Baptist Miss. 
Society, in Massaehusetts, the folew: 
ing sums, viz, 


if 


David Beal, - 5,00 
] 
| 
1 i 
1 
1 
- 10,00 i 
- 1,00 
1,00 
- 2,00 
- 1,00 om 
2,00 
1,00 
- 2.00 
- 1,00 
5,00 > 
1,00 
- 1,00 
1,00 
1,00 
- 2,00 
2.00 
1,00 
- 1,00 | 
2,00 
1,00 
1,00 
- 1,00 
- 14,05 
rch 
1,00 
-  §,00 
- 4,00 
- 3,00 
- 3,00 
- 2,00 
- 1,00 
1,00 
2,00 
2,00 
- 2,00 
2,00 
- 1,00 
| 
| 
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John Loofbourow, Berkshire, Delaware co. Ohio, 1,00 
Ebenezer Loofbourow, O- do. 50 
Dorcas Loofbourow, do. _ do. 50 
Public collection, at a school house, in Radner, 


elaware co. Ohio, « « 
Public collection, in the town of Delaware, - 3,43 
do. do. in Berkshire, Dela. co. Ohio, 2,09 
do. do inSunbury, do. do. 5,43 
do. do. in Worthington, do. 3,00 
Mrs. Emily Star, Worthington, do. 50 
Miss Emily Star, jr. do. do. 50 
A youth, in John’s town, Licking co. do. 25 
Public collection at Chilieothe do. 9.50 
Public collection at Cincinnati, do. 3, 98 6,08 


The brethren added, 8,005 
Mrs. Mary Turpia, Newton, Little Miami, do. 50 
Mrs. Mc. Pike, Newport, Ky. do. 56 
Mr. Shaise, at Cincinnati, a member of Sa- 


lem Bap. Ch. Miss. Soe. =. 
A friend in Green county, - = do. 23 
From two brethren of a Church in Clark co. 50 
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Francis Tolbert, co. Ohio, 50 
Public collectwn, at Urbemna, - do. 2,77 
George Fithian, Esq. do. - do 2,00 
James Wallar, Lisbon, Clark co. do. 1,00 
K. Parish, Russ eo. - “> do. 43 
Mrs. Abigail Robinson, Rossco - do. 50 
Drayton M. C urtis, Chilicothe, - do. 2,25 
From a few individuals in Hopewell, do. 1,32 
54,79 


fc Mr. Evans stated liberal contri- 
butions in Ohio, in a former communica- 
tion to the Society, the particulars of 
which we shall probably give in the 
next No. 

Rey. Peter P. Roots received from 
various persons for the Society - 28,55 
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REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO ONE OF THE 
EDITORS, DATED 


Belchertown, Apri 19, 1819. 


Rev.and dear brother, 

In answer to your request, that I 
would give you a correct statement of 
facts respecting the good work of the 
Lord in this place, I would briefly re- 
mark.— The firstinstanceof awakening, 
that care to my knowledge in the re- 
vival, was of a woman belonging to our 
society. This woman came tomy house 
on an afternoon visit, and while we 
were addressing the throne of grace,a 
petition was offered to the following ef- 
fect, viz. that if there were any present 
who were out of the ark of safety, that 
Jesus would extend his arm of mercy, 
and take them to himself. All the 
adult persons present, except this 
woman, being professors, she was at 
once struck with an arrow of conviction, 
that she was the very character in that 
condition. She instantly burst into 
tears, and continued for some time to 
be in great distress of mind. Sie man- 
ifested a deep sense ot her guilt and de- 
pravity ; and for about a week went 
mourning as without the sun ; she then 
obtained a hope inthe mercy of Gad, 
and gave evidence of a work of grace 
on her heart. 

By this time it was ascertained that 
there were five or six more awakened 
by different means, who were under 
deep conviction. From this time the 
work spread into different parts of our 
society, it appeared to be glorious and 
powerful. 


Lord’s day, October 4, I baptized six, 
the next Lord’s day I baptized four. 
On both these days our meetings were 
unusually fuil; the news of the refor- 
mation had spread into the neighbour- 
ing towns, and.a number of peopie came 
I believe, nine or ten miles to our meet- 
ing. Many came from Rev. Mr Por- 
ter’s meeting to the water, to see the 
ordinance. The first baptizing season 
was verv solemn; many wept; and 
numbers have dated their first awak- 
ening from that time. At the second 
baptizing season, it seemed as if the 
heavens opened, and the Spirit of God 
came down, It was, by many, thought 
to be the most solemn and joyful bap- 
tizing season that they ever saw. 

Previous to this baptizing day, there 
were two or three instances of awak- 
ening amongst Mr. Porter’s people, who 
attended our meeting in the south part 
of the town, and who were awakened 
at our meetings. 

At our 2d baptizing season, among 
ethers, a considerable number of Mr. 
Porter’s hearers were awakened ; they 
hada meeting that week in a street 
near where we baptized, and a young 
manwho was awakened the Lord’s day 
previous at the baptizing, had then ob- 
tained a hope, and told his experience. 
It had a wonderful effect on the minds 
of the people, and before that week 
was out, the work appeared to be pow- 
erful amongst the people in that street, 
nearly all cf whom belonged to Mr. 
Porter’s society. As they have given 
their own account, I for the present 
svall only farther say, that the work 
amongst us, though gradual, has ap- 
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peared tobe a good work, It has contin- 
ued through the winter,and we still en- 
Joy a comfortable season. Agood degree 
ot harmony is still enjoyed in the church 
and society, and a gradual increase of 
numbers. I have baptized every month 
since October; and yet the number 
thus added is but 45 ; eleven have been 
added to this church by letter, &c. A 
number besides have joined our society, 
We have now 8 candidates for baptism, 
and a number more, we have reason to 
think, will come torward in that ordi- 
nance soon. 

Yours with sentiments of esteem, 

THOMAS MARSHALL. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO ONE OF THE 
EDITORS, DATED 


Windsor, Vt. May 17, 1819. 


Rev. and dear Sir, 

AG REEABLY to your request, I will 
endeavour te give some account of the 
work of the Lord in this segion. 
‘There has been nothing very special 
in Windsor since my settlement here. 
A few drops of mercy, however, have 
fallen upon us; I have since my ordi- 
nation, October 23, 1816, baptized niae- 
teen. 

A blessed work of grace commenced 
immediately upon the sitting of our As- 
sociation, in September last, at New- 
London, (N.H.) It spread into every 
part of the town. I understand that 
about 80 hopeful converts have joined 
the Baptist chureh in that town, since 
the sitting of the Association. Our ven- 
erable father Seamans expressed his 
fervent longings that he might once 
more witness a revival in that place 
before he died. He expressed some 
fears lest he should not ; but blessed be 
the Lord, he has lived to see it. Sev- 
eral of his children have been born 
again. But he has been called to drink 
a migled cup. He has lately buried 
the companion of his youth, and of his 

old age. 

In Newport, about twelve miles east 
of this, the Lord has wrought wonders ; 
not far from two hundred have given 
comfortable evidence of a change of 
heart. Between 80 and 90 have joined 
the Baptist church, and not far from 
the same number have connected with 
the Congregationalists, A <considera- 
ble number more will probably soon be 
buried with their Lord in baptism. 

I had the pleasure, during the cold 
of winter, to baptize 65. On one very 
cold day I baptized 16. These were 
glorious seasons. Among the number, 


were three men and their wives, who 
were ali between 60 and 70 years of 
age, four of whom were new born chil- 
dren. Three households haye been 
baptized upon a profession of their faith 
in Christ. The revival in Newport 
commenced in December last, and is 
now subsiding. " 

A very powerful work began in the 
Ja‘ier part of the winter past in Cornish, 
adjoming us. It is now rapidly spread- 
ing ; a great number have become cbe~ 
dient to the faith, 

I am yours affectionately, 
LELAND HOWARD. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM REV. 
SAMUEL CHURCHILL, TO THE SECRE- 
TARY OF THE BAPTIST MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY OF MASSACHUSETTS, DATED 


Elizabethtown, n. x. Feb. 24, 1819. 


Str, I observed in the Magazine a 
statemeut that I had baptized 48 dur- 
ing my last year’s mission. It should 
have been 148. 

The Lord has done great things for 
he people, since my residence in this 
part of the country. For about two 
years the reformation progressed in dif- 
ferent places in this vicinity, and I bap- 
tized about 300 persons. The Associa- 
tion has increased from between one 
and two hundred, to rising of 500. 
Three churches have been added to the 
Association, and one has been formed 
west of Plattsburg, which joiued the St, 
Lawrence Association. 

This country is not so well adapted 
to benevolent institutions as I could wish. 
We have, however, formed a Bible So- 
ciety, and supplied several hundreds 
with Bibles, and the prospects are en- 
couraging. ‘The Feinale Society has 
collected 17 dollars to aid in preaching. 
We have also set up a ministerial con- 
ference, which is designed to operate as 
a kind of theological school, for the ben- 
efit of candidates for the ministry. I 
trust the time is not far distant, when 
these churches will be supplied, and 
not be counted as a fieid for missionary 
labours. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM MR. JOSiI- 
UA PHILLIPS, IN KLDRIDGE, O10. 


“PrerRHaAPS a short account of the 
work of God, here will be interesting 
to the friends of Zion in Boston. ‘The 
first of March, 1418, one brother and 


© 


ae 


| 
4 
it 
¥ 
| 
if 
a 
4 
v 
bh 
| 
‘et 
= 


Je 


4 


i48 


myself united together.. On the eighth, 
twy more united with us, and in a short 
time 3 more, all oid members. In Sep- 
tember, three were baptized by an hl- 
der, the first who visited us, making 
our number ten. In the winter we 
were visited by Elders Hartweil and 
French, and we think the Lord blessed 
their labours. Our present number is 
between 40 and 50. Four other Bap- 
tist churches have arisen in this coun- 
try since this church -was organized, 
some of them nearly as Isree as this. 
‘Truly it may be said, ‘The wiider- 
ness is becoming fruitful field.” Al- 
most all ages,from S,up to 70,have been 
sharers fh the work. ‘There is great 
need of preachers.” 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM JAMES 
MC. ABOY, DATED 


Parkersburg, (va.) N6v. 30, 1818. 


Dear brethren, 

As the spread of the gospel, and the 
extension of the Redeemer’s kingdom 
on the earth, must be pleasing to every 
friend of Zion, I take the liberty to in- 
form you of the state of religion in this 
place and its vicinity ; particularly as it 
respects those in the Baptist connexion. 
In September 1815, I came to this 
place, and there was not a baptist in or 
near it. The spring before, I sought 
in the surrounding country, aad in the 
distance of about 30 miles, found ten or 
twelve Baptists, who were willing tobe 
constituted into a church, about the 
centre of that extensive tract; which 
wus done by the assistance of Elders 
Phinehas Wells, and Jehn Drake. In 
the course of that year, the Lord began 
a gracious work in that church, so that 
at almost ¢very meeting more er less 
of those who followed their Lord into 
the liquid grave, were added to it. So 
great was their increase, that, in about 
one year, it was thought necessary to 
dismiss a branch, which was constitu- 
ted on Reedy Creek, near the upper 
extremity of the bounds of the mother 
church. The Lord continued to favour 
the mother church en the lower ex- 
tremity, until it was again, in Septem- 
ber, 1817, thought necessary to divide, 
and then a church was formed in Par- 
kersburg, with only 14 members, which 
increased in little more than a year to 
about 50, when it was again thought 
advistable to dismiss a part from the 
new church to form one in Marietta, 
which was done in September ; and the 
church ia Parker:burgh has since in- 
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creased until the place of the last dis- 
missed members has been hilled by new 
converts, and become about as larye as 
before ; so that upon the whole, the in- 
crease since 1815 exceeds 100 ; and we 
are still in a growing state. “The Lord 
appears to be going forth, ** conquering 
and to conquer.” Being at a great 
distance from an Association, we 
thought it best for these four churches, 
with one on Hughs’s river, to form an 
Association, which was done the last 
month, and is called Parkersburgh Bap- 
tist Association. We have adopted the 
Constituticn of the Boston Association, 
with only indispensable alterations. 
are tomeet on the 2d. Sabbath in Sep- 
tember and the Friday and Saturday 
before at this place. Preachers are 
scarce ; there is but one Baptist preach- 
er beside myself, in the bounds of the 
above Associetion. I feel much encoura- 
ged in thework, and have the happiness 
almost every day, to hear some either 
expressing their great anxiety about 
what they shall do to be saved, or re- 
joicing in a good hope through grace ; 
and semetimes I have not for weeks to- 
gether taken three nights of common 
rest, for atteading to the cries ot the 
convicted, or to the rejoicings of libera- 
ted souls. 

P.S. I wish, if consistent, to have 
this letter published in the Magazine, 
for the purpose of correctiug an error 
published in Vol. 1, page 383, viz. 
** That there was not a Baptist minister 
within 50 or 60 miles of this place .” as 
it is a fact that there are two, Elder 
Drake and myself, within much less 
than 50 miles of this place, and in this 
State. J, M. 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN NEW-LONDON, 
(N. H.) WITH A BRIEF SKETCH OF 
TUE STATE OF THE CHURCH PREVI- 
OUS TO THIS TIME. 


Tue Baptist Church of Christ in 
New London was constituted Octo- 
ber 23, 1788; consisting of eleven 
members ; and is the only church of 
any denomination ever constituted in 
the town. 

The Rev. Job Seamans was installed 
as the pastor of this little church, 
January 21, 1789, consisting then of 14 
members only. The pastor and first 
deacon are all that remain of that 
number in the church. 

Some account of the planting of the 
church, together with the reformation 
that took place a few years after- 
wards, have been published in Benes 
dict’s History, 
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From the close of that reformation, 
during the period of about sixteen 
years, the church was called to wade 
through many heavy trials and diffi- 
culties, and received but few additions. 

In 1809, we enjoyed another time of 

refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord, in which forty were added to 
the church by baptism. 
_ But a winter season succeeded, and 
for eight years, only five were added 
tothe church. In the same period of 
time, eighteen were removed by death, 
about the same number removed their 
residence from us, and some few were 
excluded : so that our number was re- 
duced to about the same as before the 
revival. 

In the summer of 1818, the God of 
mercy was pleased to visit some of the 
brethren with living desires, to see the 
church once more arise and put on 
her beautiful garments, and to see sin- 
ners converted to God. ‘They have 
had the happiness to see their desires 
granted. 

At our monthly prayer meeting, on 
the first Monday in October, one young 
woman (who had gained a hope some 
time before) came forward, and ex- 

ressed a desire to go forward in the 

oly ordinance of baptism; which she 
did October 12. It was a soiemn sea- 
son, and some of the brethren had their 
faith strenghtened, that the Lord was 
about to revive his work among us. 

Lord’s-day evening, October 18, at 
a conference meeting, a youth came 
forward, and in a very satisfactory 
manner related what the Lord had 
done for his soul. It was an interesting 
season ; and a considerable number of 
young people, who afterwards came 
forward, dated their first serious im- 
pressions from the relation he gave. 

Lord’s-day, Nov. 1, six persons 
came forward, and related their expe- 
yience to the church, and stated their 
desire of going forward in the ordi- 
nance of baptism ; which they did the 
Tuesday following. From this time 
the work spread more rapidly, and 
soon made its way into almost all parts 
of the town. Conference meetings 
were multiplied ; and although there 
were two in a week in the same place, 
in several instances, they were 
crowded with solemn attentive hear- 
ers. 

November 16, cleven more were 
baptized, making in the whole since 
the work began, eighteen: these have 
been all baptized by the pastor of the 
church. 

Lord’s-day, Nov. 29, Elder Sea- 
mans exchanged with Elder Otis Rob- 
‘tyson of Salisbury, and there being 
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more applications for baptisnr, it was 
the desire of Elder Seamans, (on ac- 
count of his age and infirmities,) that 
Elder Robinson should baptize the 
candidates, which he did Dec. 1, to 
the number of ten. As the work ap- 
peared to increase, and the coldness 
of the weather likewise, it was thought 
expedient to send for Elder Robinson 
to baptize the candidates, 19 in num- 
ber, waich he did Dec. 22 ; the next 
day, five more were buried in imita~ 
tion of their Lord. 

Lord’s-day, Jan. 3, 1819, an addition 
was made to the church of fifty mem- 
bers, who had been previously bap- 
tized: after which the church com- 
muned at the Lord’s table: and we 
think we can truly say, we sat togeth- 
er in a heavenly place in Christ Jesus ; 
that our fel'owship was with the Fath- 
er, and with the Son, and one with 
another. The congregation, (which 

erhaps was as numerous as was ever 
Gene in the piace on a Lord’s-day,) 
nearly all tarried, and gave their seri- 
ous attention to the solemn transac- 
tions, which we trust will be long re- 
membered. 

Elder Robinson visited us again in 
the course of the week, and baptized 
thirteen more. From this time the 
work appeared to be on the decline. 
Yet from this time to the 5th of 
March, the pastor of the church bap- 
tized at different times, in all fourteen. 

Lord’s-dav, March 7, another ad- 
dition was made to the church of 
twenty-seven members. By this time 
the work had nearly subsided. We 
have enjoved the happiness, however, 
of assembling at our baptismal waters 
twice since ; May 23, when one went 
forward, and June 7, two others were 
baptized. 

The reformation, though short, 
has been very powerful, and appar- 
ently a genuine work of grace. We 
have beheld some from whom we had 
been called heretofore tothe painful du- 
ty of withdrawing the hand of fellow- 
ship, returning, (with other backsli- 
ders,) to their Father’s house, with 
repentance and gladness of heart ; 
while sinners have been enquiring the 
way to Zion with their faces thither. 
ward, ‘The work has been unusually 
free from noise and confusion. It an- 
pears to have been the still small voice, 
operating steadily and powerfully 
upon the minds of the subjects of jt, 
who have been, No a good degree) 
understandingly led into the doctrines 
of the gospel, and solemnly impressed 
with a sense of their awful depravity, 
and of the absolute necessity of Christ’: 
righteousness for justification, 
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When the converts came forward 
to relate their expericnces, and at oth- 
ér times when they have spoken in 
conference meetings, they made a 
very modest and solemn appearance. 

Our meetings for baptism have been 
solemn and joyful; we have deheld 
youth and children of both sexes, from 
ten years old and upwards, go down 
into the water in cold days with the 
greatest cheerfulness ; and when com- 
ing up out of the water, as soon as 
they had regained their breath so as to 

ak, they have frequently improved 
it, (like Zachariah of old when his 
tongue was loosed) m praising God. 

Means have not been excluded, of 
which we may reckon as the princi- 
‘pal, the preaching of the word, rela- 
ting of experiences, and the adminis- 
tration of the ordinance of baptism. 

Our worthy pastor has lived to see 
in his old age, the church arise once 
more in this place, and his labours 
owned and blessed to the building up 
of the cause of Zion. 

The work has been the most pow- 
erful in the neighbourhood where the 
Pastor resides, in which place it first 
made its appearance. One instance 
in particular we would specify, viz. 
the family of Mr. John Sargent, who 
is a member of our society, and his 
wife of the Female Missionary Society 
in New London. We trust they obtain. 
ed some degree of hope of themselves 
in years past, though they have never 
made a public profession of religion ; 
but the Lord has wrought a great sal- 
vation im their family, in the conver- 
sion of their six eldest children! from 
the age of 22 down to 14; all of whom 
are now members of the church. The 

stor of the church has enjoyed the 
Lesipinens of witnessing the good work 
ef grace under his own roof, and of 
baptizing two of his children, and two 
of his household. Four of his children 
are members of the church, and 
another, who is settled in a neighbour- 
ing town, gives evidence of a change 
of heart. 

We acknowledge with gratitude 
the friendly assistance of Elder Rob- 
inson whose indefatigable labours from 
house to house in his repeated visits, 
have been much owned and blessed to 
the furtherance of the work. 

The shower, (though principally) 
has not wholly been confined within 
the bounds of New. London; some 
mercy Grops have reached the borders 
ef some of the adjacent towns. 
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Some who had embraced the Uni- 
versal scheme, have been shaken from 
their false holds. One m particular 
we would metion, who has embraced 
the gospel way of salvation, and is now 
a meinber of our church. Upon being 
interrogated by his former companions 
for so doing, he made the followin 
reply ; that he had enjoyed more solid 
comfort and satisfaction in a single 
minute, since his conversion to Ged, 
than he had in ali his life before, 

Since the revival commenced, three 
have been restored to the fellowship 
of the church, seventy-seven added by 
baptism, anc two by letter ; our total 
number is one hundred & ninety -eight. 
A considerable number have related 
Satisfactory experiences, who have 
not been baptized. ‘The ages of those 
who have been added by baptism are 
as follow ; under 15 years eight ; over 
15 and under 25 thirty-nine; over 25 
and under 40 twenty-four; over 40, 
six, A little more than one third 
= males, and 34 are heads of fami- 

ies. 

We have endeavoured to give a 
true statement of the late work among 
us, which we have abundant cause to 
believe is the work of God, and to 
his great name be «ll the glory. We 
have much Cause to rejoice in the God 
of salvation, for what he has wrought 
here ; but when we cli to mind that 
alarge proportion of the additions to 
the church are young in years and 
experience, and look forward to the 
many evils to which they are exposed, 
we rejoice with trembling. Our only 
hope and consolation, is in the great 
Head of the church, that he will keep 
them by his almighty power througa 
faith unto salvation. 

Since the work has nearly come to 
a period, the Lord has seen fit to re- 
verse his dealings towards us, and has 
mingled our cup with tears, in sending 
the messenger of death, and remov- 
ing a number of the inhabitants from 
this tothe world of spirits. In this 
number are included some of the mem- 
bers of the church. 

Our venerable Pastor has been call- 
ed to part with his beloved wife ; who 
departed this life (after a short illness 
of about one month,) for her peaceful 
and endless rest, April 27, aged 69 
years. 

Signed by order and in behalf of the 
church. 

JONAS SHEPARD, Church Clerk. 
-Vew London, June 12, 1819. 
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Mrdinations, Kc. 


ORDAINED Sept. 9, 1818, over the 
Baptist Church and Society in Hallo- 
well, (Me.) the Rev. \Wiathrop Morse. 
Introductory prayer by the Rev. Mr. 
Kendall, of Topsiam ; Sermon by the 
Rev. Mr. Chaplin, of Waterville, from 
Rev. ii. last clause of the 10th verse, 
“Be thou faithful unto death, and I 
will give thee a crow» of life.”” Ordain- 
ing pore by the Rev. Mr. Houghton, 
of Readfield ; Charge by the Rev. 
Mr. Kendall ; right hand of fellowship 
and concluding prayer by the Rev. 
Mr. Drinkwater, of Mont Vernon. 

The services were both solemn and 
interesting. The Rev. Mr. Gillet 
cheerfully offered the use of his meet- 
ing house on the occasion. 


—— At Newburyport, December 9, 
1818, Rev. Hosea Wheeler, to the 
pastoral charge of the Baptist Church 
and Society in that place. The ser- 
vices were attended in the Rev, Dr. 
Dana’s meeting house. Introductory 
prayer by Rev. C. O, Kimball, Me- 
thuen ; mma by Rev. L. Bolles, of 
Salem; ordainin rayer by Rev, 
George Keely, of Haverhill; charge 
by Rev. Dr. Baldwin, of Boston ; right 
hand of fellowship by Rey. Ferdinand 
Ellis, of Exeter; and concluding 
prayer by Rev. Mr. Converse, Rowley. 


On the 16th of December,1818, 
Rev. Calvin Cruft was set apart to the 
work of the gospel ministry in New Sa- 
lem, Mass & tothe pastoral care of the 
Baptist Church in that place. Rev. Eili- 
jah Montague preached from Eccl. iv, 
and12: Rev. David Goddard, of Wen- 
dell, offered up the consecrating 
prayer; Rev. Linus Austin gave the 
charge; Rev. Mr. Goddard gave the 
right hand of iia ; Rev. Joseph 
Smallidge offered the concluding 
prayer. The services were peculiarly 
solemn and interesting, and witnessed 
by a respectable audience. 


— On the 3d of June, brother 
George W. Appleton was ordained te 
the pastoral care of the first Baptist 
Churchtand Society in Lyme, Connec- 
ticut. Brother Collicr, of Charlestown, 
engaged in prayer, and preached on 
the occasion from 2 Cor. iii. 12. “* See- 
ing then that we have such hope, we 
use great plainness of speech.” Con- 
Secrating prayer by Elder Francis 
Darrow, of Waterford; charge by 
Elder N. Dodge, of New London ; 
fellowship by Elder Asa Wilcox, of 
Saybrook ; address to the church by 
Elder William Palmer, of Colchester, 


Conn.; concluding prayer by Elder 
Jonathan Ames, of Montville. ‘he 
services were appropriate and inter- 


At Danvers, June 9, 1819, Mr. 
James A. Buswell, Pastor over tne Bap- 
tist Church and Congregation in that 
town. ‘The introductory prayer by 
the Rev. Mr. Nelson, of Malden ; Ser- 
mon by the Rev. Mr. Grafton, Newton; 
ordaining prayer by the Rev. Mr. 
Bolles, of Salem; charge by the Rev. 
Dr. Baldwin, of Boston ; right hand of 
fellowship by the Rev. Mr. Williams, 
of Beverly ; concluding prayer by the 
Rev. Mr. Winchell, of Boston. Very 
good singing made a part of the inter- 
esting performances, 


At Sutton, on the 9th inst. Rev. 
Job B. Boomer, to the pastoral care of 
the Baptist Church po: Society in Sut- 
ton and Douglass.—Rev. Mr. Going, of 
Worcester, preached on the occasion 
from 2 ‘Tim. ii. 15. Rev. Mr. Fisher, of 
Bellingham, offered up the consecrat- 
ing prayer; Rev. Mr. Boomer, of 
Charlton, (father of the gentleman or- 
dained) gave the charge; Rev. Mr. 
Barret, of Grafton, presented the right 
hand of fellowship ; Rev. Mr. Nichols, 
of Thompson, (Conn.) made the co.- 
cluding prayer. 


DEDICATION. 

On Nov. 26, 1818, a new and com- 
modious meeting house belonging to 
the baptist church in Attleborough, 
under the pastoral care of the Rey. 
Stephen S. Nelson, was dedicated to 
the service of Almighty God. The 
services were as follow: 

After the reading of a part of Solo- 
mon’s prayer at the dedication of the 
temple, and a number of other appro- 
ptiate passages by Mr. Neison, the in- 
yang. 7 prayer was made by Dr. 
Gano, of Providence ; a well adapted 
sermon was delivered by Mr. Nelson, 
from Num. xxiii, 23. What hath God 
wrought? The concluding prayer was 
made by Rev. Mr. Benedict, of Paw- 
tucket ; Mr. Bird, of Foxboro’, read 
the last hymn, and pronounced the 
benediction. Appropriate anthems 
and hymns were sung by an excellent 
choir of singers. ‘he congregation 
was numerous, and cordially congrat- 
ulated this church on the acquisition 
of such a commodious and clegant 
house for public worship. ‘Lhe louse 
is 36 by 44, thoroughly and neatly fin- 
ished throughout in moderna style, with 
a steeple and bell. 
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Missionary Contributions, received by the Treasurer of the American Baptist 


Board, from April 19, 1819, to June 3, 1819. 


§ cts. 


April 19. By Rev. S. Pillsbury, Meredith Pepa N.H. - = 6006 


26. Ry Thomas Shields, E 
29. By Rev. O. B. Brown, 


Philadelphia, from various sources, 310,00 
ashington, p. c. Foreign Mission 


Society, - - 100,00 

By William Wilson, Esq. Baltimore, do. do. 100.00 

SO. By Mrs. Fleming, by Rev. Mr. Healy, Baltimore, - - 8,88 

By Rev. Mr. Peckworth, Southwark, Pa. - - - 100,00 

May 3. By a collection at Rev. Mr. Healy’s, Baltimore, - - 13,62 
By do. do. Rev. Mr. Reis’s, do. - 154,52 


By Rev. D. Williams, Lynchburg, (Vir. For. Miss. Society, 70,00 


By Mr. J. Jenkins, Lynchburg, 


from the Roanoke 253,20 


By J. B. Gilbert, Esq. Hartford, (Conn.) - - $00,00 
14. By Mrs. M. Hart, Sunbury (Geo.) Female Cent Society, - 200,00 
By S. L. Law, Esq. Sunbury, (Geo.) For. Mission Society, + 141,00 

18. By L. Pierce, Esq. Ply mouth county and vicinity , for Trans- 


lations, 


100,00 


By Mr. G. W. Platt, T reasurer of the Junior New-York 
Foreign Mission Society, - 100,00 
By Rev. Jas. Davis, collected for the Theological Institution, 46,00 
By Rev. Thomas Brown, Scotch Plains, (N. J.) ) from Mr. 
D. Brown, Chatham, (N. J.) - - - 10,00 
By Rev. L. Rice, Agent for the T heological Institution, - 499.64 


By do. do, do. 
By do. do. do. 


on account of Luminary, - - 2024.22 
on account of Foreign Missions, 3464,16 


By Rev. J. Peck, Cazenovia, from Mr. N. Baker, for Lu- 


minary, - - -  §,00 
By do. _ do. do. Don Corlos Par ker, - 10,00 
2h. By Rev. FE. Cushman, Hartford, (Con.) for the ‘Theological 
Institution, from the Stur bridge Association, - 12,83 
By Rev. E. Cushman, Hartford Association, - 16,54 
By do. do. Sturbridge Asso. for 4th Annual Re ort, 5,29 
May 31. By Rev. J. H. Cone, Chappawansie, Stafford County, 27,00 
By do. do Montgomery Co. Md. Mr. Wiley hele, 10,00 
By do. do Mrs, Eliza Turner, Cent Society, Alexa. 100,00 
For Indian Schools and Mission, - - - 100,00 
June 3S. ~— By Rev. J. Davis. for the Theological Institution, - - 36,50 
By Levi Pierce, Esq. from Plymouth Co. and vicinity, Society 
of which 50 dellars for translations, - - - 150,00 
By Female Cent Society, Whittingham, Vt. —- - - 11,00 
$8538,40 
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Sailing of the Missionaries. 

On Tuesday. the Sth of June, the brig Indus, Capt. 
Wills, sailed from Boston, for Calcutta, having on 
board Messrs. Woodward, Winslow, Spaulding, and 
Scudder, with their wives,as Missionaries to Bom- 
bay. Prayer was offered up at the wharf by the 
Rev. Dr. Worcester, in the presence of a large con- 
course of people. 


New Mission Society. 

On Wednesday. the 2d of June last, a Society was 
organized at Concord, (N. H.) under the name of 
the New Hampshire Baptist Domestic Mission Soci- 
ety, designed to supply the d:stitute in that State 


with the word of life. Rev. Mr. Robinson, of Salis- 
bury, is President, and Rev. Charles O. Kimball, of 
Methuen, ( Mass.) Secretary. 


American Bible Society. 

The third anniversary of the American Bible So- 
ciety was celebrated in the city of New York on the 
13th of May last. By the Report, it appears a 
the amount of its funds, received durimg the 
ee is 42,723 dollars, 94 cents; of which re 

n paid by auxiliary Societies 27,919 dollars, 7% 
— This institution promises to be the means of 
great and increasing benefit to this and other cou- 
tries. 


To Readers and Correspondents. 

It is rratifying to us to be able to announce, that 500 dollars have been paid intothe Treasury of the Mis- 
sonary Society of Massachusetts, as profits from the sale of the Magazine during the two first years of the 
New Series. A considerable sum is yet due, which we are persuaded our patrons will be unwilling should 
be withheld from the funds ; and we hope its speedy payment for the benefit of the Society. 

‘The Address of the Baptist Board, and othcr mteresting extracts from their Fifth Annual Report, wil] ap- 
pear in our next Number. 

Cemmunications have been received from Dor and C, and are under consideration ; also Obituary Notices 
of Miss Polly Sylvester, and Miss Sarah Carter. 

The intelligence of Revivals of Religion has rendered it necessary to def-r the Review of the India Mission. 

A very interesting account of a conf rence on the subjeet of Baptism, between a Roman Catholic Bishop 
and an Eng'sh Corate, wil! be inserted im our next. 
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